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International Labour Conference 

103rd session 

 (28 May - 12 June 2014)  

Committee on the Application of Standards 

Yemen (Convention No. 182) 

EU Statement 

Thank you chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Norway §, Ukraine, the Republic 

of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

 

The EU fully supports the implementation of the eight fundamental ILO Conventions in Yemen, 

which are important tools to guide the current transition period.  

 

In this context, the EU salutes the positive conclusion of the National Dialogue Conference (NDC) 

in January 2014, which made ambitious recommendations on rights and freedoms, in particular in 

the area of the rights of the child. We note with appreciation that these recommendations are in line 

with the conclusions of the Committee on the Application of standards, notably as regards the right 

to education and the prohibition of child labour and recruitment of child soldiers.  

 

We commend the efforts undertaken by the Yemeni authorities to implement these 

recommendations, such as the current legislative work aimed at upgrading all relevant legislations 

on the rights of the child and the signing with the UN on 14 May 2014 of an action plan to bring an 

end to the use and recruitment of children by Government forces. We also urge the Government of 

                                                 
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
§ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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Yemen to expedite the draft Child Rights Acts which establishes a minimum age for marriage of 18 

years. 

 

We call on the government of Yemen to comply with the recommendations of the Committee and, 

in particular, to take effective and time-bound measures to ensure that children removed from 

armed groups and forces and their families receive support and assistance for their rehabilitation 

and social integration, including reintegration into the school system or into vocational training.  

 

The EU will continue supporting the authorities and all relevant partners in Yemen to ensure the 

effective implementation of these measures, notably through its "Juvenile Justice programme" 

developed jointly with UNICEF since 2009.  

 

We encourage the Government of Yemen to avail itself of the technical cooperation activities of the 

ILO and other organisations as well as to comply with its reporting obligations.  

 

Thank you chair. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


