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International Labour Conference 

103rd session 

 (28 May - 12 June 2014)  

Committee on the Application of Standards 

Cambodia (Convention No. 87) 

 

Thank you chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Norway§, Ukraine and the Republic of 

Moldova. 

 
We attach great importance to human rights, including freedom of association, and recognise the 

important role played by the ILO in developing, promoting and supervising international labour 

standards. The European Union as well as its member States are engaged in the promotion of 

universal ratification and implementation of the eight ILO core labour standards. 

 

We fully support the implementation of the eight fundamental ILO Conventions in Cambodia, 

which are important international law tools for ensuring democracy, rule of law, and respect for 

human rights. Their implementation results in undeniable benefits to the development of human 

potential and to economic growth of each country.  

 

Last January, we have expressed our concern on the violent demonstrations and the disproportionate 

and excessive use of force by the security personnel, which resulted in the loss of lives. We called 

on all parties involved in labour disputes to cease violence, come back to the negotiating table and 

use all possible peaceful means to find a solution to their differences. 

 

                                                 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
§ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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We welcome the release on 30 May of the trade unionists and garment workers who had been 

charged in relation to the early January demonstrations.  

 

We hope that this latest development indicates a positive shift in the recently deteriorating situation 

of the freedom of assembly in Phnom Penh and the recurrent harassment of trade unionists.  

 

The EU is the largest market for Cambodia's exports, especially for the garment sector. The EU and 

its citizens attach a great importance to the respect of fundamental rights such as the freedom of 

assembly and the workers' and trade unions' rights. We urge the Government of Cambodia to 

accelerate the restoration of these fundamental rights and to release the results of the investigation 

of the killings of early January. We call on all stakeholders to engage in the development of a 

constructive dialogue on improving industrial relation. 

 

Turning to the Committee of Experts report under discussion, we urge the Government to provide 

the information requested by the Committee of Experts on the outcome of the investigations 

concerning murders of trade union leaders.  

 

We call on the Government to comply with the call of the Committee of experts in ensuring that 

trade union rights of workers are fully respected and that trade unionists are able to engage in their 

activities in a climate free of intimidation or risk.  

 

We ask the Government to demonstrate how its planned reform legislation will safeguard and 

promote the independence of the judicial system and encourage effectiveness, as requested by the 

Committee of Experts. We call on the Government to intensify its efforts to ensure a rapid adoption 

of the Trade Union Act, in full consultation with the social partners.  

 

We urge the Government to provide information on all the above to the committee of experts and to 

fulfil all of their requests 

 

Finally, we call on the Government to avail itself of the technical assistance of the ILO and to 

comply with its reporting obligations. 

 
Thank you, Chair. 

 


