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International Labour Conference 

103rd session 

 (28 May - 12 June 2014)  

Plenary 
Adoption of the report of the Committee on the Application of Standards 

EU Statement 

Thank you chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova and 

Armenia. 

 
We support the statement of IMEC. 

We would like to reiterate our view that the ILO supervisory system contributes to the promotion of 

universal human rights. This is important to all of us, since we are engaged in the promotion and 

protection of human rights, whether civil and political, economic, social and cultural.  

We are seriously concerned by the situation we face today, as we see a real risk to the ILO's unique 

tripartite setting and its cornerstone activity of standards supervision.   

The failure to produce conclusions jeopardizes the credibility of the ILO supervisory system. It also 

jeopardizes freedom of association, the elimination of child labour, the fight against discrimination 

and the abolition of forced labour – basic human rights.  

But it also affects the European Union. Some of our policies and instruments make references to the 

promotion of international labour standards and to the results of their supervision. The conclusions 

of this Committee are important to us for assessing compliance with those standards.  

 

We attach great importance to having a functioning Conference Committee on the Application of 

Standards. It plays a key role in monitoring and promoting international labor standards. We need 

impartial supervision of the implementation of international labour standards.  

                                                 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
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We call on all constituents, in particular on the social partners, to support the standards supervisory 

system, and the work of the Governing Body and the Director-General in seeking a long term and 

lasting solution to these disputes.  

Thank you chair. 

 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                  
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


