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ILO Governing Body 

326th session (10th -24th March 2016) 

The Standards Initiative – Joint report of the Chairpersons of the Committee of Experts 

on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations and the Committee of 

Freedom of Association- GB.326/LILS/3/1 

 

EU Statement 

 

Thank you chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

We support the statement delivered by IMEC. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, Serbia, Albania and 

Georgia. 

We are engaged in the promotion and protection of human rights, whether civil and 

political, economic, social and cultural.  

 

We recall our belief that the ILO supervisory mechanism contributes in an important 

way to the promotion of human rights by monitoring and promoting international 

labour standards.  

 

The ILO supervisory system affects the European Union and its policies directly as 

some of our policy instruments and international agreements rely on the findings and 

results of the ILO supervisory bodies. It also affects directly our Member States, as 

they have ratified all fundamental conventions and most governance conventions as 

well as a significant number of technical conventions. 

 

We are committed, within the framework of the Standards Initiative, to the effort of 

further improving a supervisory mechanism that we already recognize as well 

designed and functioning.  
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We thank Judge Koroma and Professor van der Heijden for a very comprehensive and 

thorough review of the supervisory mechanism, as requested by the 323 GB decision 

in March 2015. We also thank them for including us in the process. Tripartite 

participation in the Standards Initiative is crucial for its success.  

 

We understand that this report is part of a longer term process and that the proposals 

for improvement of the supervisory mechanism will be further developed. 

  

Transparency and time-efficiency, more specifically, are very important to 

Governments since they allow us to be better prepared in order to respond to the 

obligations undertaken by being members of this Organization. Enhanced use of new 

technology to streamline reporting procedures can be of value in this regard (130).  

We are also particularly attentive to suggestions aiming at a better coordination 

between supervisory bodies (127, 144), at transparency and coherence as regards how 

procedures deal with the seriousness of the cases (126-127), at dispute settlement at 

national level (141,142), at an improved treatment of urgent and serious cases (144) 

and at the obligations of ratifying and non-ratifying Member states (143, 147).  

 

We look forward to participating in further consultations on the issues related to the 

joint report and discussing the recommendations that will result from them. 

 

We support the decision point.    

 

 

 

Thank you Chair. 

 


