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International Labour Conference 

104th session 

 (1 -13 June 2015)  

Committee for the Application of Standards 
 

Swaziland (Convention N° 87) 
 

European Union Statement  
 
 

Thank you, chairperson. 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Norway, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia.  

 

We engage in the promotion of universal ratification and implementation of the eight 

fundamental ILO Conventions as part of our Strategy on Human Rights. Therefore, we call on 

all countries to protect and promote all human rights and fundamental freedoms to which their 

people are entitled.  

 

We remain concerned about the state of freedom of expression, opinion, assembly and 

association in Swaziland. We wish to recall the commitment made by Swaziland under the 

Cotonou Agreement – the framework for Swaziland's cooperation with the European Union – to 

respect democracy, the rule of law and human rights principles which include freedom of 

association. The May 2015 European Parliament resolution which called on the Swaziland 

authorities to take concrete measures to respect and promote human rights in the country is one 

sign of the concerns that exist within the European Union. 

 

Compliance with ILO Convention 87 is essential in this respect. We note that this case has been 

discussed several times in this committee in the last decade.  

 

One of the points continuously requested by this Committee was the amendment to the 

Industrial Relations Act to allow for registration of federations. We note that the Committee of 
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Experts welcomes the developments leading to the adoption of Act No. 11 of 2014 which now 

allows for the registration and recognition of workers' and employers' federations under the law.  

 

We welcome the registration in May 2015 of the Trade Union Congress of Swaziland 

(TUCOSWA) and the other federations whose recognition the Committee had called for. We 

now expect that these organisations will be given the space and the autonomy they need in the 

fulfilment of their mandate. We call on the government to respect trade union rights at all times. 

 

We are very concerned by the arrest and sentencing of human rights defenders Thulani Maseko 

and Bheki Makhubu. This appears to have been a direct contradiction of the rights of freedom of 

expression. We join the call from the Committee of Experts for immediate and unconditional 

release. We are also concerned about the cases of Mario Masuku, Secretary General of political 

party PUDEMO and Maxwell Dlamini, Secretary of the Swaziland Youth Congress who were 

arrested at a rally on Worker’s Day, 1 May 2014.  

We note that the Committee of Experts highlighted several legal acts for their non-conformity 

with Convention No. 87. We expect the Government of Swaziland to take the necessary 

measures so that its legislation is fully compliant with the Convention. We note the recent 

developments within Swaziland’s judiciary and encourage steps to ensure a credible, 

independent and effective judiciary that protects the rule of law, worker’s rights and wider 

human rights in Swaziland. 

We call on the Government to cooperate with the ILO and to respond to the requests of the 

Committees of experts by providing information on the six legislative and administrative 

matters indicated in their report. We also urge the Government to avail itself of the assistance of 

the ILO to implement outstanding issues identified by the ILO high level fact finding mission. 

We express the hope that its results will be taken into consideration to produce tangible progress 

in all the pending issues so to move towards compliance with the provisions of Convention 87. 

Finally, we will continue monitoring Swaziland's adherence to Human Rights principles and we 

express our continued readiness to cooperate with the Government of Swaziland to promote 

development, including the full enjoyment of all human rights.  

 

Thank you, chairperson. 

 
 
 


