
 
   
 
 
 

European Union 
Statement  

 

International Labour Conference 

104th session 

 (1st-13th June 2015)  

 
 
 

________ 
 
 

Committee for the Application of Standards 

 

Eritrea (Convention N° 29) 

 

________ 

 

 

Geneva, 4 June 2015 

 
 

 
- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY- 



 

 2

International Labour Conference 

104th session 

 (1 -13 June 2015)  

Committee for the Application of Standards 
 

Eritrea (Convention N° 29) 
 

European Union Statement  
 
 

Thank you, chairperson. 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Albania, Norway, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

 

We engage in the promotion of universal ratification and implementation of the eight 

fundamental ILO Conventions as part of our Strategy on Human Rights, adopted in June 2012. 

Therefore, we call on all countries to protect and promote all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms to which their people are entitled.  

 

We wish to recall the commitment made by Eritrea under the Cotonou Agreement – the 

framework for Eritrea's cooperation with the European Union – to respect democracy, the rule 

of law and human rights principles which include the abolition of forced labour. Compliance 

with ILO Convention 29 is essential in this respect.  

 

We note that the committee of experts requests the Government to take all the necessary 

measures to amend or repeal the Proclamation on National Service, No. 82 of 1995 and the 

Warsai Yakaalo Development Campaign (WYDC) Declaration of 2002, in order to remove the 

legislative basis for the exaction of compulsory labour in the context of national service, and to 

address the incompatibility of these texts with both ILO Conventions Nos 29 and 105.[We thank 

the Government for the information provided.] 
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We call on the Government to cooperate with the ILO and to respond to the requests of the 

Committee of experts.  We also express our continued readiness to cooperate with the 

Government of Eritrea to promote development and the full enjoyment of all human rights. 

 

Thank you, chairperson 


