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International Labour Conference 

104th session 

 (1 -13 June 2015)  

Committee for the Application of Standards 
 

Cameroon (Convention N° 182) 
 

European Union Statement  
 
 
Thank you, chairperson. 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, Norway, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

 

We engage in the promotion of universal ratification and implementation of the eight fundamental 

ILO Conventions as part of our Strategy on Human Rights, adopted in June 2012. Therefore, we 

call on all countries to protect and promote all human rights and fundamental freedoms to which 

their people are entitled. In this context we advocate for the rights of children.  

 

We wish to recall the commitment made by Cameroon under the Cotonou Agreement – the 

framework for Cameroon's cooperation with the European Union – to respect democracy, the rule 

of law and human rights principles which include the abolition of the worst forms of child labour. 

Compliance with ILO Convention 182 is essential in this respect. 

 

We note that the committee of experts requests the Government to take all the necessary measures 

to ensure that investigations and thorough prosecutions are carried out of persons engaged in the 

sale and trafficking of children under 18 years of age. We encourage the Government to reinforce 

the capacity of the authorities responsible for Act N° 2005/05.  

 

We also note that the Committee of Experts highlighted that the Child Protection code is in the 

process of being adopted since 2006. We urge the Government of Cameroon to take the necessary 

measures for the adoption of the code. Its provisions must comply with Convention 182 as indicated 

in the Committee of experts report.  
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We are pleased to learn that with ILO collaboration an IPEC project (PANETEC 2014-2016) has 

been adopted. Its aim is to eliminate the worst forms of child labour by 2016. In line with the 

comments of the experts, we urge the Government to take immediate and effective measures to 

ensure the implementation of the PANETEC in the very near future, in particular by removing 

children from the worst forms of child labour including hazardous types of work. 

 

We are concerned by the apparent increase in numbers of children who are HIV/AIDS orphans. 

While we express solidarity to the families of the victims, we urge the Government to make sure 

that these children are not engaged in the worst forms of child labour and we encourage the 

Government to provide all the information requested by the experts. 

 

Domestic work for children can be a source of exposure to worst forms of child labour. We note 

that the experts request the Government to take effective and time-bound measures to protect 

children engaged in domestic work. We encourage the Government to cooperate with the ILO in the 

context of the ILO-IPEC project in this regard. 

 

We call on the Government to cooperate with the ILO and to respond to the requests of the 

Committees of experts.  We also express our continued readiness to cooperate with the Government 

of Cameroon to promote development and the full enjoyment of all human rights. 

 

Thank you, chairperson. 

 

 


