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International Labour Conference 

104th session 

 (1 -13 June 2015)  

Committee for the Application of Standards 
Cambodia (Convention N° 182) 

 
European Union Statement  

 
 
Thank you, chairperson. 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, Norway, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

 

We engage in the promotion of universal ratification and implementation of the eight fundamental 

ILO Conventions as part of its Strategy on Human Rights. Therefore, we call on all countries to 

protect and promote all human rights and fundamental freedoms to which their people are entitled. 

We advocate in particular for the rights of children.  

 

We note that the committee of experts encourages the Government of Cambodia to strengthen its 

efforts to combat the sale and trafficking of children through the effective implementation of its 

anti-trafficking legislation, particularly by enhancing the capacity of the law enforcement agencies, 

including financial capacity.  

 

We are concerned by the 2011 concluding observations from the Committee on the Rights of the 

Child, where the mistreatment of persons in drug retention centres apparently extends to children. 

We urge the Government of Cambodia to indicate what safeguards exist, both in law and in 

practice, to ensure that children below the age of 18 years detained in drug rehabilitation centres, 

who have not been convicted by a court of law, are not subject to the obligation to perform work.  

 

We are pleased to learn that with the cooperation of the ILO an IPEC project took place in 2013. 

According to this survey only 3 out of the 4 million (79 per cent) children aged five to 17 years in 

the country were attending school. In line with the comments of the experts, we urge the 

Government to continue its efforts to reinforce the education system; notably by continuing to 
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increase its financial allocation to the sector and by prioritising the implementation of its policies 

that put equitable access, the retention of children in formal education and the quality of education 

at the centre of its work. In addition we acknowledge in particular the strong leadership of the 

Government in 2014 in the areas of examination reform, school inspection and teacher policy all of 

which provide a strong basis for significant improvements in the sector. 

 

We call on the Government to cooperate with the ILO and to respond to the requests of the 

Committees of Experts.  We also express our continued readiness to cooperate with the Government 

of Cambodia to promote development and the full enjoyment of all human rights. 

 

Thank you, chairperson. 

 

 


