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- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY- 

International Labour Conference 

104th session 

 (1 -13 June 2015)  

Committee for the Application of Standards 

General Survey concerning the right of association and rural workers' organizations 

instruments 

"Giving a voice to rural workers" 

EU Statement  

 

Thank you, Chair. 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Norway, the Republic of 

Moldova, Ukraine and Armenia. 

Since this is the first time we take the floor, I would like to begin by congratulating you on your 

appointment as chair of this Committee. 

Agriculture is the second largest source of employment worldwide after services and provides 

employment for the largest proportion of the rural workforce. A majority of the world's women 

workers are engaged in agricultural activities in rural areas. It is one of the major rural economic 

sectors in many countries together with agri-food processing and supply chains, and non-farm 

businesses, which are often engines of economic growth, poverty reduction and social progress.  

The situation in the European Union Member States has varied substantially in the last decades. The 

sector is facing a demographic challenge and will need to create sustainable jobs for young workers 

in the years to come. But the majority of population in low income countries is dependent on the 

rural economy.  

However, rural workers, be it in European Member states but also in most developing countries, are 

frequently not fully covered by national labour law and, more broadly, their rights are often not 
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recognised or enforced, even in the formal sector. This lack of decent working conditions and social 

protection often leads to negative impacts on the social, health and economic status of the rural 

workforce.  

We share the view that rural workers are entitled to the same freedom of association rights as those 

enjoyed by other workers. The almost full ratification of Conventions 11, 87 and 98 by EU Member 

States is a demonstration of this common commitment. This is also reflected in the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights of the European Union. We encourage and support the worldwide ratification 

and implementation of the eight core ILO conventions, including Conventions 87 and 98. 

We are aware of the challenges that exist for rural workers worldwide. Development cooperation 

carried out by the European Union promotes rule of law and good governance, as well as inclusive 

and sustainable growth as two basic and mutually reinforcing pillars. It adopts a rights-based 

approach and focuses on poor and vulnerable groups, food security, diversification of livelihoods, 

social protection and social inclusion, and sustainable agriculture. At the same time, ensuring safe 

and healthy working conditions for all workers is one of the strategic priorities of the EU social 

policy.  

To respond to the challenges reported by its constituents, we encourage the ILO to provide technical 

assistance upon request and in accordance with national circumstances. This assistance could be 

based on the Guidelines contained in Recommendation 149 but also activities that pay attention to 

female workers, as women are particularly disadvantaged in rural areas in accessing jobs, land, 

finance, new technologies, including information and communication technologies, health, child-

care and other basic services. The recognition of their work is very limited, particularly in small 

scale agriculture. A special focus should also be given to child poverty and social exclusion. It is 

proven that in most countries, the risk of being affected by poverty and social exclusion is greater 

for children than for adults. Children are particularly exposed to forced labour, trafficking and 

hazardous work in the rural economy and therefore they should be targeted with specifically 

designed measures  

We also encourage the Office to compile a collection of good practices concerning the 

implementation of the related instruments and arrange for exchanges of ideas and experiences 

across countries. This should be done within the context of the area of critical importance on decent 

work in the rural economy within existing resources as was discussed at the November 2014 

Governing Body.  
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The follow-up to the General Survey largely overlaps with the area of critical importance on decent 

work in the rural economy. We acknowledge that action under the area of critical importance on 

promoting decent work in the rural economy requires rich and inter-disciplinary expertise. Taking 

into account cross-cutting nature of this area, we call for a close and sound coordination within the 

Office and in its partnerships with other international and intergovernmental organisations.  

Concerning the background work for the consolidation of agricultural standards, we believe this 

should be done in the context of the Standards Review Mechanism.  

Thank you, Chairperson. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


