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ILO Governing Body, 323rd session  

(12-27 March 2015) 

 

"First supplementary Report:  Monitoring and assessment of the progress toward decent work at 

national level" 

(GB.322/INS/11/1) 

EU Statement 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Norway, the 

Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia 

We welcome a discussion on the topic of measuring progress towards decent work at national 

level and we thank the Office for the Report. 

We recall our partnership with the ILO in the field of development and our strong 

commitment to Decent Work. The joint project "Monitoring and Assessing Progress on 

Decent Work" (MAP), implemented by the European Commission and the ILO in the period 

2009-2013, represents an excellent example of this cooperation aimed at strengthening the 

social dimension of globalization. 

The objective of the project was to strengthen the capacity of developing and transition 

countries to self-monitor and self-assess progress towards decent work. We would like to 

congratulate the ILO for the positive outcomes achieved in terms of awareness and ownership 

at country level. We particularly welcome the raising capacities and understanding of national 

constituents regarding decent work and its measurement.  

We welcome the recent evaluations of the project and we agree with the lessons and 

recommendations summed up in the document submitted for debate. In particular, we 

welcome the importance given to social dialogue in the evaluation of the progress towards 

decent work and to an integrated approach involving several stakeholders .We also welcome 

the acknowledgment in the report on the need to strengthen focus on the specific economic 

and social contexts and needs of countries. We consequently agree on the need to pursue 
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efforts in supporting partner governments through technical assistance in the preparation of 

national assessments, improving statistical capacities, and designing policy responses. 

We particularly appreciate the attention given by the Office in the report to the post-2015 

global agenda for poverty eradication and sustainable development. We underline that a solid 

and efficient approach to the review, monitoring and accountability of the new agenda at 

national, regional and global level will be crucial to assess progress towards the achievements 

of goals and targets. We recognize the importance of robust and measurable indicators as well 

as of high quality data to monitor and assess progress. We also consider national ownership 

and leadership as elements of key importance for the effective implementation of the agenda 

at country level. 

In the context of the new agenda, we would like to further emphasize the key role of the 

Office, given its specific expertise in developing guidelines, methodologies and criteria to 

assess progress toward decent work. We appreciate the Office’s substantive efforts to date and 

we will continue to fully support these efforts while working together. Within the MAP 

project, both EU partner countries and the ILO have acquired notable experience in 

developing indicators and analysis, in collaboration with ministries of labour and national 

statistical offices. We strongly believe that such an experience will contribute to the 

development and improvement of global methodologies to monitor progress towards goals 

and targets of the forthcoming agenda. 

We consider that the wording of the decision should be adapted to encompass the various data 

and the participative methodologies to be used in measuring progress towards decent work 

and to reflect the exact nature of the post-2015 agenda. We thus propose to replace the draft 

decision with the following one:  

The Governing Body requests the Director-General to take account of its guidance in 

enhancing support to constituent capacities to improve tools and methodologies, including 

statistical data, to monitor and assess progress towards decent work and towards goals and 

targets of the envisaged post-2015 development agenda. 

Thank you Chair. 

 


