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ILO Governing Body, 323rd session  

(12-27 March 2015) 

 

"Area of critical importance:  Creating and extending social protection floors" 

 

(GB.322/POL/2) 

 

EU Statement 

 
Thank you, Chairperson. 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Moldova, 

and Armenia. 

 

We welcome the opportunity to formulate our guidance on “Creating and extending social 

protection floors” as one of the eight areas of critical importance. 

 

We reiterate our continued support for the Decent Work Agenda, one of whose pillars is 

social protection and we thank the Department of social protection (SOCPRO) for the report 

made under this agenda item. 

 

Social protection lies at the heart of the European social model. It is a fundamental right, 

recognized by the ILO, essential for eradicating poverty, combating social exclusion, poverty 

and discrimination and promoting social justice. We strongly believe that a European Social 

model with a strong focus on sustainable, adequate and inclusive social protection systems as 

well as social dialogue provides a solid basis for fostering solidarity and social justice. 

 

The importance of social protection is also acknowledged in EU development cooperation. In 

third countries, the EU targets its aid towards building up social protection systems as an 

important and effective means to reduce poverty and create decent jobs. The EU encourages 
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partner countries to include in their national policies the provision of higher levels of social 

security through, inter alia, income security and universal and non-discriminatory access to 

essential services throughout their life cycle. 

 

We welcome the substantive efforts done by many countries worldwide to build and develop 

social protection floors and comprehensive and adequate social security systems, or to extend 

social protection floors thereby encouraging participation in the formal economy and reducing 

labour market segmentation.  

 

Nevertheless, today 73% of the world's population - over 5 billion people - are not covered or 

only partially covered by comprehensive social security systems. We urge not to lose 

momentum in the implementation of social protection floors. Social protection should be 

considered as a fundamental investment for social cohesion and sustainable development. 

 

We subscribe to the particular attention given by the Office to national social dialogue in 

defining the packages of social protection floors, as this guarantees that these strategies reflect 

national priorities and are in line with national circumstances. In order to broaden national 

dialogue, we also encourage an active involvement of civil society organisations in 

strengthening the social protection policies.  

 

We further highlight the importance of the incorporation a gender approach in the design and 

implementation of social protection floors. Women are more vulnerable to poverty because of 

discrimination and gender inequality. Allowing women greater access to social protection 

would help combat individual and family poverty Increased attention should therefore be 

devoted to gender equality in designing, implementing and evaluating social protection 

programmes.  

 

In light of the future projections of poverty, the particular needs of Fragile and Conflict 

Affected States and the importance of improving social protection in these contexts are also 

topics that require consideration. We would therefore welcome greater attention to these 

issues and the differentiated approaches that are necessary for delivery. 
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We finally reiterate our support, in the post-2015 development cooperation framework, to the 

inclusion of a target on the implementation at the national level of universal and 

comprehensive social protection systems. 

 

One of the key challenges remains sustainable domestic financing. Affordability of social 

security and social protection is certainly crucial to the prospects of success of national social 

protection floors. Whilst taking note that a report is currently being prepared, we would like to 

know more about how the Office addresses the methodological challenges associated with 

assessing the costs and benefits of social protection programmes tailored to national 

circumstances.  

 

We also take note of the proposed advocacy campaign, referred to in the paragraph 8, to build 

momentum and awareness around social protection floors. We would like to know more about 

this, what it will achieve over and above other actions, such as evidence-based policy 

products, and what resources will be allocated. 

 

In conclusion, we support the decision point provided that our guidance is taken into 

consideration.  At the same time, we would like to have more clarity on the resources needed 

to implement the strategy. 

 

Thank you, Chairperson 

 

 


