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ILO Governing Body, 322th session  

(30 October – 13 November 2014) 

 

"The post-2015 sustainable agenda: Update" 

(GB.322/INS/6) 

 

EU Statement 

Thank you chair, 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration*: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia.  

We would like to thank the Office for the document presented for information and decision. 

The European Union and its Members States promote a single overarching post-2015 framework that 

is universally applicable and that reinforces the international community’s commitment to poverty 

eradication and sustainable development. 

We congratulate the ILO on the active role it has taken in contributing to the rich discussions to date 

and welcome the Open Working Group report as a key input to the intergovernmental negotiations. 

We support the overall balance of the Open Working Group report and we will continue to support 

international efforts to arrive at a balanced framework that inspires action, participation and 

accountability, and something that all stakeholders can implement on the ground. 

As we move into the next stage of the post-2015 process, it will be important for the ILO to refine its 

strategy of engagement.  

We believe the ILO has an important role to play in contributing in a technical, impartial manner to 

relevant issues, including by helping to identify where targets are measurable, feasible and 

implementable. 

                                                           

*
 the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to 

be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process; Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of 

the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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We invite the international community to give due attention to full and productive employment and 

decent work for all women and men, including young people and persons with disabilities, and equal 

pay for work of equal value in the context of the post-2015 development agenda.  

We also note the targets calling for elimination of the worst forms of child labour and eradication of 

forced labour, and protection of labour rights and promoting safe and secure working environments of 

all workers, including migrant workers. 

We acknowledge that making the UN system fit for purpose for post-2015 is especially relevant to the 

ILO, in doing so we ask the Office to look at the framework through the lens of implementing 

Ministries, particularly the least developed countries.  

We are ready to engage with all stakeholders in further discussions on monitoring and accountability 

in order to ensure that the framework can be implemented and deliver results on the ground. 

We agree that advocacy on the significance of full employment and productive employment and 

decent work, including social protection, will remain an important aspect of the final framework. We 

believe that tripartite action at the national level and interaction with delegations in New York will 

also be important.  

We know that sustainable, green and inclusive economic growth will be the principal enabler of long-

term poverty reduction. We therefore support a framework that addresses the building blocks of 

sustainability, green growth and economic transformation. This is vital for achieving long term 

development, creating more productive jobs for all and increasing tax revenues that will enable 

developing countries to fund investment in critical infrastructure and basic services.  

We support addressing productive employment and decent work in conjunction with targets covering 

macro-economic environment, trade, enabling business environment, economic infrastructure, access 

to finance and increased private investment as part of a clear and concise growth goal. We also support 

that the framework addresses social protection in conjunction with other relevant goals and targets.  

We agree that the Group of Friends of Decent Work for Sustainable Development will provide a 

useful platform for informal policy discussions. It is clear, however, that the Office will need to 

engage all actors, both public and private, in the mobilisation and effective use of resources.  

We ask that the Office strengthen its work on post-2015 towards developing a framework that is 

balanced. This is crucial to ensuring that it is implementable and compelling enough to galvanise 

international action, attract means of implementation and drive meaningful accountability. This 

includes addressing appropriately employment issues to be included in the goal on economic growth, 

full and productive employment and decent work for all. 
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In this context, we support the draft decision point as stipulated in paragraph 29 of the document and 

ask the Office to inform the Governing Body about any significant findings of the progress review. 

Thank you, Chair. 

 

 


