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ILO Governing Body, 322th session  

(30 October – 13 November 2014) 

 

"Supplementary Report: Follow-up to the Minamata Convention on Mercury"  

 

(GB.322/INS/13.3) 

 

EU Statement 

Thank you, chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

We welcome the presentation by the Director General of a proposed follow-up to the 

Minamata Convention on mercury. 

Mercury poses a serious threat to human health and the environment, which needs to be 

addressed by specific measures. 

A European Union strategy concerning mercury was adopted in 2005 so as to reduce mercury 

emissions, cut supply and demand and protect against exposure. A comprehensive body of 

mercury-related legislation is in place throughout the European Union, in addition to the 

legislation on the use of chemicals. However, due to mercury’s long range transport 

properties, the exposure of people in a country or region cannot be reduced to an acceptable 

level through domestic or regional policies alone. 

We therefore actively supported efforts under the UNEP Global Mercury Programme and 

were a key driver for the launch of the negotiating process that led in 2013 to the conclusion 

of the Minamata Convention.  

The European Union has signed the Minamata Convention and intends to ratify it. We have 

launched the work to make the necessary adaptations to EU law with a view to fully 

implement all provisions of the Convention, which will allow ratification. 

The Minamata Convention encourages science-based educational and preventive programmes 

on occupational exposure to mercury. As referred to in the report, it also provides expressly 
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for consultation, cooperation and exchange of information with the ILO in the consideration 

of health-related activities. 

 

We therefore welcome the renewal of ILO involvement in international activities related to 

mercury issues and its upcoming participation to the sixth session of the Intergovernmental 

Negotiating Committee.  

We encourage the ILO to continue participating actively in activities related to the 

implementation of the Convention, in close cooperation with WHO and UNEP and 

contributing to coordination within the IOMC.  More generally, we believe that the ILO has 

an important role to play in ensuring the sound management of chemicals and waste, notably 

through the implementation of sector-specific actions and the design of long term policies.  

Thus, we appreciate the active involvement of the ILO in the Strategic Approach to 

International Chemicals Management (SAICM), including at SAICM's Open Ended Working 

Group which will take place in December. 

Regarding specifically the Minamata Convention, the Office could in particular contribute to 

activities concerning sectors involving occupational risks such as e-waste, chlor-alkali and 

plastics industry, dental professions as well as small-scale gold mines. As regards the latter, 

we would like to draw attention to the projects addressing the activity of garimpeiros in the 

Guyana Shield eco-region, carried out through the “Guiana shield facility”, with the strong 

support of the European Union and the Netherlands. 

We consider that the ILO has a specific expertise to bring to actions involving occupational 

exposure to mercury, building on its activities in the field of chemical safety, including the 

implementation of the Chemicals Convention 170 and the Chemicals Recommendation 177 of 

1990. 

We support the decision points proposed in paragraph 18. 

Thank you, chair. 

 

 


