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ILO Governing Body, 322th session  

(30 October – 13 November 2014) 

"The standards initiative: Follow-up to the 2012 ILC Committee on the Application of 
Standards" 

 
(GB.322/INS/5) 

 

EU Statement 

Thank you chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

We support the statements delivered by the Government Group and IMEC. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement*: Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, 

the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

 

We would like to restate that in our view the ILO supervisory system contributes to the 

promotion of universal human rights. This is important to all of us, since we are strongly 

committed to the promotion and protection of all human rights whether civil and political, 

economic, social and cultural.  

 

The supervisory system also affects the European Union and its policies directly. Some of our 

policy instruments and international agreements make references to the promotion and respect 

of international labour standards. We thus attach great importance to the impartial supervision 

of their compliance by the ILO. Having a functioning supervisory system, in particular the 

Committee on the Application of Standards is important for us, since their conclusions are 

crucial to assess compliance with international labour standards.  

We thank the Director-General and the Office for their efforts and work in this direction and 

for the proposals prepared for this Governing Body. We believe that it is now time to move 

                                                           

*
 the Candidate countries Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process. 
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forward. Lack of action from this Governing Body is not a viable option. We would like to 

offer the following constructive proposals to be considered as a package. 

On the issue of the right to strike, we are ready to support a request, in line with art. 37.1 of 

the ILO Constitution, for an advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice which 

would provide authoritative guidance to inform and build further tripartite discussions, 

including possibly at the ILC level. We believe that the questions addressed to the ICJ should 

concentrate on the main controversial issue, which is the protection of the right to strike by 

Convention 87 and the respective affirmations by the Committee of Experts on the 

Application of Conventions and Recommendations (CEACR). We therefore propose the 

deletion of point 1 paragraph (2) subparagraph (b) of the Resolution, which refers to the 

detailed analyses by the CEACR on scope, limits and conditions of the right to strike. If 

constituents feel the need for more time to get to a consensual text of a resolution, including 

the exact questions to be put to the ICJ, we would propose to do so through the immediate 

constitution of an ad hoc drafting group in the coming days. Furthermore we would need a 

clear recognition of the authoritative character of the advisory opinion of the ICJ. 

Continuation of the tripartite dialogue is nevertheless necessary as an ICJ opinion alone would 

not solve the crisis.   

On the issue of the establishment of a Tribunal under article 37.2 of the ILO Constitution, we 

consider that the issue is not yet ripe to be fully considered today by the Governing Body and 

we would welcome a further elaboration by the Office or by a tripartite working group of part 

B of the document to be considered in the March session of the Governing Body. In particular 

more options regarding the selection and appointment of judges and the constitution of panels 

should be explored. More concrete details on cost issues would also be welcome. 

On the issue of the Standards Review Mechanism, we look forward to work towards the 

establishment of an SRM as agreed at earlier GB sessions. In this regard, we would like to 

propose that a Working Party of the Governing Body be entrusted with making concrete 

proposals, including on a timetable, to be presented to the next session of the Governing Body 

in March 2015. 

On the issue of the functioning of the CAS, we are ready to support the reactivation of the 

Working Group on the Working Methods of the CAS in order to make concrete proposals on 

key divisive points; 
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On the issue of the next International Labour Conference in June 2015, we consider it vital to 

ensure a smooth functioning of the CAS, from the agreement on the list of cases to be 

discussed to the adoption of consensual conclusions. We are looking forward to a clear 

commitment from social partners to that end. We strongly feel that another failure in the 

functioning of the Committee would damage the credibility of the ILO. We need to ensure 

that a transitional mechanism in view of the functioning of the CAS is applied until a 

sustainable solution will have been found. 

On the issue of the functioning of the Committee of Experts, we take note of the information 

provided in the document and renew our commitment to fill vacancies as soon as they arise. 

 

Thank you chair. 

 

 


