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Thank you chair, 
 
I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia† and the Republic of Moldova. 

We will make two comments: on procedure and on substance. 

On procedure: We would like to thank the Officers for the document that was circulated only 

yesterday. We would like to take this occasion to underline again the importance of having 

timely procedures that are followed for all points on the agenda. We find it unfortunate to 

receive documents of such importance less than 24 hours before the point is on the agenda. As 

you can imagine, these are issues that need proper coordination and clearance from all parties 

involved.  Working under pressure is not in the best interest of the decisions to be taken. 

On substance we will not enter into details because we have seen the document only 

yesterday. The European Union firmly believes that compliance with ILO fundamental 

conventions is essential for social and economic stability in any country and that an 

environment conducive to dialogue and trust between employers, workers and governments 

contributes to creating a basis for solid and sustainable growth and inclusive societies.  

Thank you, chair. 

                                                             

*
 Candidate country 

†
 The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 

candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process. 
‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 


