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ILO Governing Body, 320th session  

(13 – 27 March 2014) 

"Follow-up to the Tripartite Technical Meeting on L abour Migration" 
 

(GB.320/POL/3) 

 

EU Statement 

Thank you chair, 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 

Norway §, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

We have been actively engaged in the Tripartite Technical Meeting on Labour Migration. We 

thank both other participants for their constructive participation and flexibility in reaching 

consensual conclusions and the Office for the thorough and thoughtful preparations and 

assistance. 

We recognize that the ILO, as instructed by the Governing Body, was the first Organization to 

concretely follow up on the United Nations High Level Dialogue on Migration and 

Development. The Tripartite Meeting was instrumental in defining the way forward for the 

Office in this area of work, which we consider critical with respect to the social, demographic 

and economic trends of the XXI century. We appreciate the efforts of the Office in offering 

clear short and mid-term priorities to make its action relevant and effective. 

We note the plan outlined by the Office concerning the key areas for future work, much of 

which we concur with, and appreciate that the recommendations of the evaluation conducted 

at the request of the Governing Body by the Maastricht Graduate School of Government in 

2013 were fully incorporated.  

                                                           

* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
§ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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We would like in particular to offer the following considerations: 

• We urge the Office to take advantage of the Director General’s position as Chair of 

the GMG in 2014 to foster and actively promote coordination, coherence and 

complementarity between all relevant UN agencies and the International Organization 

for Migration (IOM) as the leading agency in this field as well as a continued and 

strengthened cooperation with the Global Forum for Migration and Development.  

• With respect to the key areas for future work identified in the paper, we consider that 

the following require joint international action: a) the awareness-raising activities on the 

positive contributions of migrants, including the important role of Diasporas b) the work 

on ethical recruitment, c) the research into reducing the financial, social costs of 

migration, d) the development of meaningful indicators for the possible inclusion of 

migration in the post-2015 development agenda. We note in particular that IOM is also 

working on these same issues and we encourage joint efforts for better results to 

develop a more coherent global policy on migration and development. 

• The 2013 evaluation underlined the need for the Office to establish “better links” 

between the different areas dealing with migration issues within the Office and to have a 

coherent and coordinated strategy in the field of Migration. We consider that a coherent 

Office-wide approach is paramount in order to promote complementarity and avoid 

duplication of efforts. 

• Due consideration should be given to labour migration in the formulation of the next 

Strategic Policy Framework. Indeed we consider migration as an area of critical 

importance. 

• We support the Office attention to migrant workers most vulnerable to child labour, 

trafficking and labour exploitation such as domestic and construction workers and 

welcome joint research in this field. 

• We support the proposed actions on outreach and communication and look forward 

to being updated on the work and achievements of the GMG in 2014. 

• We support the joint action with the International Training Centre in Turin, which is 

mandated to disseminate ILO knowledge, standards, research, policies and strategies 

and to transform them into learning products and tools for the benefit of the ILO 
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constituents and the wider public. 

Finally, we support in principle the idea of a general discussion on labour migration in a 

future session of the Conference provided the scope focuses on issues within the ILO’s remit. 

We consider international migration as a clear mega-trend of this century and we are ready to 

engage with other Member States and the social partners in a dialogue in order to identify 

shared priorities and strengthen bilateral and regional migration management. Meanwhile, at 

the EU level, the future of our migration policy is discussed in the context of the follow up to 

the Stockholm Programme. 

We therefore agree to the decision point as contained in para 28 of the document under 

examination.  

Thank you chair. 

 


