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International Labour Conference 

102nd session 

 (5-20 June 2013)  

Committee on the Application of Standards  

Belarus (Convention No. 87) 

EU Statement 

Thank you chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Albania* and Norway‡.  
We attach importance to Belarus as a neighbour and to its citizens. We remain gravely concerned 

about the lack of respect for human rights, democracy and rule of law in Belarus.  

 

We promote freedom of expression, opinion, assembly and association. Democracy cannot exist 

without these rights. 

 

We call on the Government of Belarus to cooperate fully with the ILO to provide information on 

the follow up given to the Commission of Inquiry recommendations. Fulfilling them is essential for 

freedom of association. 

 

We call on the Belarusian authorities eliminate the obstacles to trade union registration, in particular 

the requirements imposed by Decree No. 2 of January 1999 on legal address and 10 per cent 

minimum membership requirements. These obstacles hinder the establishment and functioning of 

trade unions in practice.  

 

                                                 
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 
potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Norway and Liechtenstein are members of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 



 

 3

We also encourage the Government of Belarus to take the necessary measures in consultation with 

the social partners, so as to ensure that the right to organise is effectively guaranteed. 

 

We are concerned about the President's Decree n°9 signed on 7 December 2012, which prevents the 

employees in the wood-processing sector from resigning unilaterally until the end of the 

modernisation of their companies. 

 

We are furthermore strongly concerned about the legislation that further restricts the Belarusian 

citizens’ freedoms of assembly. We call on the Belarusian authorities to end any penalisation or 

discrimination against those exercising their right to freedom of expression and freedom of 

assembly. We urge the authorities to amend or repeal legislation not in conformity with the right of 

workers to organise, in line with the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry made in 2005. 

 

We are committed to a policy of critical engagement, including through dialogue and participation 

in the Eastern Partnership, and recall that the development of bilateral relations under the Eastern 

Partnership is conditional on progress towards respect by Belarus for the principles of democracy, 

the rule of law and human rights. We are willing to assist Belarus to meet its obligations in this 

regard and will continue to closely monitor the situation in Belarus.  
Thank you chair. 
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