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International Labour Conference 

102nd session 

 (5-20 June 2013)  

Committee on the Application of Standards  

Uzbekistan (Convention No. 182) 

European Union Statement 

Thank you chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*  and 

Norway‡. 

 

We reiterate our established position forcefully condemning the use of forced child labour and ask 

governments to make all efforts to eliminate such phenomenon. The promotion of the rights of the 

child is a European Union priority.  

 

We have taken  good note of the Order issued by the Prime Minister of Uzbekistan in August 2012 

and of the  concrete progress registered last year as regards the use of child labour during the cotton 

harvest, as documented i.a. by  the UNICEF findings. The EU calls on Uzbekistan to firmly lock in 

and build upon this progress this year and  in the years ahead. 

 

We remain, however, seriously concerned with the persistent use of child labour among children 

above 15 years, often in conditions that would qualify for hazardous work, and with the continued 

failure by Uzbekistan to fully implement ILO Convention 182 on the Elimination of the Worst 

Forms of Child Labour and to comply with the repeated calls of the Committee of Experts and of 

the Committee on the Application of Standards. 

                                                 
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 
potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Norway and Liechtenstein are members of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 



 

 3

We urge Uzbekistan to resolutely step up its efforts towards implementing ILO Convention 182 by 

re-engaging with the ILO on a broad-based, time-bound and long term cooperation work-plan, 

including relevant field activities related to harvest monitoring mechanisms, with a view to 

eradicating child labour in the cotton sector over a concrete timespan.  

 

We wish to use this opportunity to commend the ILO Office for the efforts it has already deployed 

towards exploring cooperation modalities with Uzbekistan. We strongly call on Uzbekistan to take 

all appropriate measures for its cooperation agenda with the ILO to be set up in good time for the 

forthcoming cotton harvest.   

 

We recall that a sustainable solution to the child labour issue is essential if the efforts that 

Uzbekistan is putting in its health and education sector are to be really successful. 

 

In order to speed up the restructuring and diversification of the agricultural sector and reduce 

dependency on the cotton sector, as well as the latter's dependency on manual workforce, we call 

the Uzbek government to make the best possible use of existing or available international 

cooperation programmes, including from the ILO, and express readiness to assist it in this direction. 

 

Thank you chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


