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ILO Governing Body 

317th Session  
High Level Section 

Working Party on the Social Dimension of Globalization 
(Geneva, 6-28 March 2013) 

 
EU Statement on 

 
"Decent work in the post-2015 development agenda" 

(GB.317/WP/SDG/1) 
 

 

Thank you, chair. 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, Turkey†, the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina*, Norway§, Ukraine,  the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

 

The paper submitted for debate sums up the importance and role of full and productive employment 

and decent work in the discussions on the post-2015 UN development agenda. We would like to 

thank the panellists for their presentations and ideas. We also thank the Office for the concept note 

on jobs and livelihoods at the heart of the post-2015 development agenda.  

 

We are concerned about ongoing and in some cases increasing inequalities within countries in most 

parts of the world. Social exclusion and inequality, underemployment, unemployment, precarious 

forms of employment and lack of social protection have a direct bearing on poverty and sustainable 

development. 

 

It is essential to tackle growing inequalities and to increase efforts to achieve the MDGs. We 

therefore support a coherent approach to poverty eradication and sustainable development, 

including through aligning preparations for the post-2015 UN agenda and Rio+20 follow-up. It is 

important that on-going efforts under the current MDGs are scaled up and lessons are learnt. This 

                                                 
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 
potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country  
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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integrated work should result in a single framework which reflects the three dimensions of 

sustainable development. We appreciate the Office efforts to date to promote the inclusion of full 

and productive employment and decent work as well as social protection, within this framework. 

The Decent Work Agenda is a significant contribution in this respect.  

 Integrating full and productive employment and decent work including social protection floors in 

the post-2015 framework is a complex process in which the ILO’s objectives interact and 

sometimes compete with the proposals of many other institutions. In order to present its case 

effectively, the ILO has to play an active and prominent role vis-à-vis the UN in New York, while 

working closely with its constituents and other relevant actors in order to contribute to the 

inclusiveness of the process. We are committed to cooperate with the ILO in this respect. 

 

A report by the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons is due for submission to the Secretary-

General by 31 May 2013. We ask the Office to provide an analysis of the report to constituents 

about issues related to full and productive employment and decent work including social protection 

floors.  It would be useful to have this information for our own post-2015 related activities, 

including in New York.  

 

Selection of a limited number of goals, quantity and quality indicators and targets will be crucial to 

measure progress effectively after 2015. The Office has an important role to play, in coordination 

with other international organisations, to suggest workable indicators relating to full and productive 

employment and decent work, including social protection floors. In this regard the efforts of the 

Office on measuring decent work should be valuable, particularly lessons learnt on their 

effectiveness in improving employment and social protection outcomes. 

 

Today, we would like to invite you, the panellists, also to address possibilities on how to channel 

most effectively the organizing framework of the post-2015 agenda until  September 2013. 

 

 

Thank you, Chair. 

 
 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                  
§ Norway and Liechtenstein are members of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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