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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova and Armenia align themselves with this declaration. 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation 
and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 

The paper submitted for debate and two decisions sums up the importance and role of the Decent 

Work Agenda in the discussions preceding the post-2015 UN development agenda.  

 

We are convinced that the Decent Work Agenda must be fully integrated in the post-2015 UN 

development agenda. To that end, the ILO has to play an active and prominent role.  

 

The Millennium Development Goals have successfully served over more than a decade as a shared 

framework for global action and cooperation on development. However, like others, we 

increasingly see the limitations of the approach that had been chosen in the year 2000. The 2012-

report of the UN Task Team provides four building blocks for the High-level Panel appointed to 

advise the Secretary General on the post- 2015 agenda. The ILO’s Decent Work Agenda fits well 

into the building blocks on inclusive social and economic development. 

 

The ILO Decent Work Agenda should also be seen in light of the outcomes of the Rio+20 

Conference and the establishment of the Sustainable Development Goals. Decent work is relevant 

to furthering of the inclusive green economy. 

 

The Panel prepares a report for submission to the Secretary-General by 31 May 2013. This report 



will be essential input to the ongoing deliberations on the post-2015 development framework. The 

deliberations of the General Assembly in September 2013 will be a main defining moment in 

shaping the post-2015 development agenda. 

 

Poverty eradication is part of a complex process of economic and social transformation 

encompassing the main elements of the ILO’s Agenda.  Following the adoption of the ILC 

Recommendation on the Social Protection Floors, it should also be investigated how best to 

integrate social protection in the post-2015 development agenda. However, to make the Decent 

Work Agenda in future a core priority, it is not only the ILO’s constituents that have their role to 

play, but also the Office must address certain challenges with greater effort, as apparently intended 

in the Document now on the GB-agenda.  

 

We have taken note of the amendments proposed by the GB officers and we offer the following 

small changes on paragraph (a): 

 

28. The Governing Body requests the Director-General to: 

 

(a) Develop and implement a strategy for the adoption of full and productive employment and 

decent work as an explicit goal of the global development agenda beyond 2015, including a 

reference to the need for social protection floors  

 

We agree with para (b). 

 

Thank you, Chair. 
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