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Dear Director-General, 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
Dear Juan, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States as well as a "Friend of 
the House". 
 
First of all thank you for having organised this farewell to the Europe region. 
 
This tribute is a good occasion to share a few thoughts. I will not say what you are or you did, 
but I will try to say what you are not.  
 
You are not like the character in the poem by Roberto Bolaño who set off, took up the march 
and never knew where it might take him. "Me dejé ir, lo tomé en marcha y no supe nunca 
hacia dónde hubiera podido llevarme.". You knew exactly where you wanted to go. When you 
first addressed the conference, in June 1999 you said that decent work for all was a crucial 
concept. When you will leave us in a few months, a lot more than the concept will remain 
with us and it is now firmly established at the centre of the work of the organisation itself and 
in the work of other organisations. The Commission on the Social dimension of globalisation 
was seminal to develop this concept as we all know.  
 
I pass to my second remark. 
 
You are not a doctrinarian. You have confirmed that great things can be achieved only by 
stubborn realists or by courageous idealists. You leave us with the idea that what the ILO does 
is about peace and harmony of the world. With two very simple words: "decent work", you 
have captured the notion that social justice and universal and lasting peace go hand in hand. 
This was the idea of the founders. We all know that this organisation was created together 
with another one by the Versailles Treaty in 1919. The other one was the League of Nations: 
international pace and security. The ILO is about internal peace and "job" security! The 
founding fathers were a visionary, that's the minimum we can say. And you are like them. 
 
I pass to my third remark. 
 



You are not the longest serving director-general of the ILO. David Morse and Francis 
Blanchard remained 22 and 15 years respectively. You are only third! However, the footprint 
you leave is a big one and it will be impossible not to follow it. Under your helm we had eight 
conventions, eleven recommendations, one milestone declaration, the Global Jobs Pact and 
now the recommendation on Social protection Floors.  
 
And I close with my fourth remark. 

 
Dear Juan, you are neither a European nor an American. All your predecessors were. You are 
the first representative from the Southern hemisphere to head the Organization. This is one of 
the reasons why the values of the ILO are truly universal and shared by the entire 
international community. You have also established the organisation as an essential actor in 
the international scene. 
 
For all this we thank you, Juan 

 
And I am also sure that you know where you will go when you take up your next journey! 
 
Behind every great man there is a great woman. We all know how much Ms Angelica Ducci 
was supporting you and we would like to thank her for her work. 
 
Les hommes courageux sont ceux qui ont la capacité de jeter le cœur au delà de l'obstacle. Il 
faut suivre le cœur et suivre là ou il ira. 
 
 


