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EU statement 

 
Chairperson, 

 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union. 

 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2, the EFTA country Norway, and Serbia*, the 
Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and 
Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 
 
 
We would like to thank the Ambassador of Myanmar/Burma for the information provided. 
We welcome the tripartite composition of the delegation of the country. 

 
We also would like to thank the Officers of the Governing Body for their mission report and 
for their recommendations. 

 
We have been following with respect and appreciation the acceleration of the 
democratization process in the country.  

 
We share the view of the Officers that maintaining all the existing measures would not help 
the Country in complying with the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry and 
would not contribute to economic, political and social development. We welcome and 

                                                 
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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encourage the reform process and we believe in the need to respond positively to progress on 
ongoing reforms.  

 
We fully share the view that the ILO should assist the Government, employers and workers 
on a variety of issues within its mandate. We also fully share the view that the Government 
and the social partners should participate in all relevant ILO activities. This is why we 
believe that the 1999 resolution can be lifted with immediate effect.  

 
We stress that forced labour must be eliminated in practice and welcome the concrete and 
encouraging steps taken to this effect. We accept the view of the officers that 
recommendation in paragraph 1 (b) of the 2000 resolution can be suspended with immediate 
effect for one year. 

 
We believe that the authorities have taken concrete action to adopt the necessary framework 
for implementing the Commission of Inquiry recommendations. We thus welcome the 
possibility to discuss at the March 2013 session of the Governing Body further developments 
in this respect with a view to provide recommendations for the agenda and discussion at the 
2013 session of the Conference (102nd ).  

 
We believe that these measures must be kept under constant review to be able to respond 
positively to progress on reforms. We thus welcome the recommendation to request the 
Director-General to prepare for the November Governing Body a report on progress made in 
the implementation of the joint strategy for the elimination of forced labour. This includes 
the operation of the new labour legislation, freedom of association, and the impact of foreign 
investment on decent working conditions in the country. 

 
We look forward to continue to cooperate constructively with the Government and the people 
of the country to foster unity and build prosperity. 

 
Thank you, Chair. 
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