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Thank you Mr Chairman. 
 
I have the honour of speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the 
Republic of Moldova and Armenia align themselves with this declaration. 
 
The report describes the latest developments in promotion of entrepreneurship among young people 
globally. The report also very well reflects the situation in the EU in terms of describing the main 
obstacles for young entrepreneurs, the mitigated impact of support programmes, and the lower rate 
of female entrepreneurship.  
 
The approach within the EU is based on the key conviction that policies promoting youth 
entrepreneurship and self-employment help young people to exit unemployment and generate 
economic added-value. Evaluations in this field should be strengthened in order to provide better 
evidence on efficient policy approaches. 
 
In the EU we have set the promotion of youth entrepreneurship and self-employment as one of the 
investment priorities under the thematic objective of promoting employment and supporting labour 
mobility in our priorities for action tackling high youth unemployment. In promoting 
entrepreneurship and self-employment emphasis should be put on training to ensure that education 
systems provide the basis to stimulate the appearance of new entrepreneurs, and that those willing 
to start and manage an SME acquire the right skills to do so. Thus, entrepreneurship could be 
addressed in school curricula to create a critical mass of entrepreneurship teachers helping to 
develop this culture. 
 

                                                            

1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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Key actions should support young people to start and develop businesses in all sectors. Such 
support comprises skills development, including ICT, entrepreneurial and management skills, 
mentoring and coaching, and the provision of inclusive business development and financial services 
for business starters.  
 
In addition to this, a set of measures have been taken in the European Union in our response to the 
crisis. They are designed to answer a need for an increased entrepreneurial effort in order to 
promote entrepreneurship and hence create jobs, to provide access to venture capital and to support 
new businesses.  
 
The report also provides insight on young people's cooperatives. In the EU we see this area as 
encompassed in a broader view on social entrepreneurship and we believe that they have a positive 
role to play in addressing the youth employment crisis. 
 
The report provides valuable knowledge on lessons learned from successful youth entrepreneurship 
programmes. But more knowledge is needed in order to successfully promote youth 
entrepreneurship. Further we find that more knowledge on social entrepreneurships as a way to 
include young people with special needs in the labour market is relevant. We ask the ILO to 
produce evaluations of entrepreneurship programmes in order to share lessons learned.   
 
Thank you Mr. Chair.  
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