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Thank you Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair 
 
I have the honour of taking the floor on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia, align themselves 
with this declaration. 

 
First allow me to congratulate you, Mr. Chair, on your election as Chairperson of this 
Committee. Our congratulations go also to both representatives of the social partners elected 
as vice-chairs. 

 
We would like to thank the Office for the hard work it has done and the high quality of that 
work towards implementation of the resolution adopted by the International Labour 
Conference at its 100th session. We acknowledge in particular the transparent consultation 
process and the strong comparative analysis that provides a solid basis for the work of the 
committee.  

 
We support the approach underlying the reports on “social protection floors for social justice 
and a fair globalization” and support the orientations proposed for a Recommendation.  

 
Social protection is a fundamental right – a right that should be extended to all people no 
matter where they live. 

 
Social protection plays a key role in supporting the achievement of strong, sustainable 
and balanced economic growth and social cohesion.  

                                                 
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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The proposed Recommendation is in line with fundamental EU values such as combating 
social exclusion, poverty and discrimination and promoting social justice and protection. 

 
Our main objective is for the Conference to adopt a Recommendation along the lines 
proposed, thus meeting the commitment of the international community and our own 
commitment to promote social protection.  

 
The guidance provided on adaptable basic social protection floors on the basis of a set of 
national defined social guarantees makes it the appropriate instrument for establishing 
nationally defined social protection systems with the aim to secure basic protection for 
all. It also promotes higher protection levels in line with national needs and capacities, as 
countries develop. This is of the highest relevance for our policies, including in 
development cooperation. 

 
The main content of the proposed Recommendation meets our objectives and the 
concerns we had expressed in its preparation. We appreciate in particular the two-
dimensional strategy for extending social protection, the reference to Convention n°102 
as the flagship instrument in the field and the balance between clear guidance and 
sufficient room for tailor-made arrangements. We also appreciate the concern that the 
'floor' should not become a 'ceiling' and the need in consequence for guidance with regard 
to development of social protection systems along the vertical axis. 

 
While recognising the attention given by the Office to the wording of the proposed 
Recommendation, we will make proposals where we feel it may be improved or 
complemented, for example as regards relation to employment policies, sustainability and 
affordability , governance and monitoring. 

 
We will bring to the discussion the lessons on social protection we have learnt from the 
European experience in an historical perspective, in particular as to relation between 
social protection and economic success, the building of national consensus, the financial 
management and the adaptability of the systems to changing circumstances and new 
challenges. 

 
We are convinced that the 101th Session of the ILC will provide a special occasion for 
giving momentum to international commitments in the field of social protection. All our 
efforts in the coming days will be devoted to success in this field. 

 
Thank you Mr./Madam Chair . 
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