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EU Intervention 

Mr. President, 

The European Union and its Member States would like to thank the Special 

Rapporteur for presenting his follow-up to the regional study on the management of 

the external borders of the EU and its impact on the human rights of migrants. As 

well as the first report from 2013, this report will be a valuable contribution for 

discussions within the EU. 

As evidenced by our key documents, and as stated before the UN Human Rights 

Council two years ago, the EU is firmly committed to the promotion and protection of 

the human rights of migrants. Addressing both opportunities and challenges of 

migration must be guided by the principles of non-discrimination and equality. The 

EU constantly stresses the need to respect the human rights of migrants in all 

countries of origin, transit or destination. 

The development of an integrated border management policy within the EU follows 

from the need for Member States to manage external borders to the Schengen area. 

However, border management is only one response to addressing migration 

pressure.  A common asylum policy is being implemented and a framework for a 

common immigration policy is being developed at EU level.  
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Mr. President, 

The situation that Europe is facing at its southern external borders is unprecedented 

– not only in terms of the number of migrants and refugees arriving by boat, and the 

tragic losses of life in the Mediterranean, but also in terms of the response it has 

triggered on the part of the Union and its Member States.  

A special meeting of the European Council was convened on 23 April 2015 to 

discuss what can be done to alleviate the dramatic situation in the Mediterranean. 

The Heads of State or Government committed themselves to mobilise all efforts at 

their disposal to prevent further loss of life at sea and to tackle the root causes of the 

human emergency, in cooperation with the countries of origin and transit. 

To this effect, the European Commission has put forward a comprehensive set of 

immediate actions in the European Agenda on Migration in order to save lives and 

assist frontline Member States. These actions include: 

 Tripling the capacities and assets for Frontex Joint Operations Triton and 

Poseidon in 2015 and 2016; thus allowing to increase the search and rescue 

possibilities within the mandate of FRONTEX; 

 A proposal for a temporary distribution mechanism for persons in clear need of 

international protection within the EU; 

 A recommendation for an EU wide resettlement scheme to offer 20 000 places 

distributed in all Member States; 

 An action plan against migrant smuggling. Enhanced cooperation with non-EU 

countries, including increased support for countries hosting large communities 

of refugees. 

 

These actions respond to the most urgent challenges;  

Mr. President, 

The European Agenda on Migration not only offers solutions to the immediate 

challenges but it proposes ways how to manage better migration in all aspects in the 

longer term. This includes a proposal to increase resettlement efforts and enhance 

legal opportunities to reach Europe.  
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Greater mobility brings with it opportunities and challenges. A balanced common 

framework for a migration policy will help the EU to seize these opportunities while 

addressing the challenges head-on. We firmly believe that well-managed migration 

and mobility can be to the benefit of all as it makes a positive contribution in enabling 

inclusive growth and sustainable development.  

The policy aims to establish a framework for legal migration, taking fully into account 

the importance of integration into host societies. Successful integration of migrants 

into their host society is essential if we are to maximise the opportunities and benefits 

afforded by legal migration, and realise the great potential that immigration has for 

the EU. 

In addition to the European Agenda on Migration, the European Union Conclusions 

on “A New Global Partnership for Poverty Eradication and Sustainable Development 

after 2015” should be mentioned. The Conclusions emphasizes that migration should 

be addressed in a holistic manner and that all countries need to make efforts to 

manage migration effectively with full respect for the human rights and dignity of 

migrants.  

A more detailed written response of the EU and its Member States has been made 

available as an official document of the 29th session of the Human Rights Council.   

Thank you. 


