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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

22nd Special Session  

(1 September 2014) 

EU Statement 

Special session on the human rights situation in Iraq in light of the abuses committed by ISIL  
 

and associated groups 
 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Liechtenstein‡, 

the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

The EU welcomes the convening of this special session on the human rights situation in Iraq in light 

of the abuses committed particularly by ISIL and associated groups. Over 60 states across all 

regions have co-sponsored this session in a show of support for Iraq in the current crisis. 

The EU is extremely concerned with the situation, and our Foreign Ministers met in emergency 

session on the matter on 15 August. We strongly condemn the large scale, widespread and 

systematic violations and abuses of human rights in Iraq, particularly committed by ISIL and other 

armed groups. These include targeted killings, extrajudicial and summary executions, forced 

conversions, abductions, trafficking, slavery, sexual violence and attacks against entire communities 

merely on account of ethnic affiliation, or religion or belief. As a consequence, hundreds of 

thousands of Iraqis have been forced to flee their homes and are in urgent need of humanitarian 

assistance. 

Thousands of civilians have been besieged by ISIL and associated armed groups in the town Amirli, 

resulting in severe shortages of food, drinking water, basic commodities and medical supplies for 

the civilian population, leaving them in an unbearable situation. 

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as 
potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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We share the concerns, as expressed by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights about the 

particular situation of persons belonging to minorities in Northern Iraq, including Yezidis, Shabak, 

Christians and Turkmens. We reiterate that widespread and systematic attacks directed against 

civilians because of their ethnic background or religion or belief may constitute crimes against 

humanity. All crimes and violations must be investigated and the perpetrators of such acts held 

accountable through the appropriate criminal justice mechanisms. We stress the need to pursue 

practical steps towards this goal, and in this light recommend the government of Iraq to accede to 

the Rome Statue of the International Criminal Court.  

There is also a need to hold to account those who help finance or otherwise economically sustain 

the terrorist rule of ISIL. 

We underline that all parties in Iraq have their responsibility to respect applicable international law, 

in particular not to target civilians and protected persons. 

We hope that today's special session will result in a unified mandate by this Council to the OHCHR 

urgently to dispatch a mission to investigate all violations and abuses of international human rights 

law in Iraq with a view to avoiding impunity and ensuring accountability. 

We commend the strong efforts of the OHCHR as well as the UNHCR and the wider UN system. 

The leadership of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) in addressing the current 

crisis has been vital.   

Mr. President, 

The EU is appalled by the current humanitarian crisis in Iraq. More than 1.4 million Iraqis have 

been internally displaced. About 1.5 million people are in need of humanitarian aid. In response, the 

EU has substantially stepped up its humanitarian assistance. Since June this year, EU member states 

have mobilised over 40 million Euros in additional humanitarian funding for Iraq; and the European 

Commission a total of 17 million Euros this year. Through a humanitarian air bridge, coordinated 

by the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, in-kind assistance is reaching people in need on the ground. 

Already in May 2014 the European Commission opened a humanitarian office in Erbil to provide 

assistance to the many displaced civilians.  

In conclusion, Mr. President, the EU stands ready to support Iraq in the current crisis. We remain 

eager to work to support the Iraqi authorities, and look forward to the formation of a genuinely 



 4

inclusive government in Iraq committed to the protection of all human rights. And we express full 

support to the efforts currently undertaken by designated Prime Minister Abadi in this regard.    

I thank you Mr. President 

 

 

 

 


