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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

 

First session of the Open-ended intergovernmental working group on a United Nations 

declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas 

 (15 to 19 July 2013) 

EU Statement 

 

Madame Chair, distinguished colleagues, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

In September 2012, the EU Members States that were members of the Human Rights Council 

voted against resolution 21/19, which lead to the creation of this working group. In an 

Explanation of Vote, the EU as a whole stated very clearly its regret that consensus was not 

reached on the resolution or on the way the issue of peasants and rural workers could be 

addressed by the Human Rights Council.  

Persons living and working in rural areas do face distinctive challenges throughout the world. 

For many years, the EU has contributed positively to national efforts seeking to improve their 

situation by offering development assistance. Key aspects of EU development policies 

relevant in this context include the fight against poverty, the improvement of food security, 

the enhancement of economic opportunities, the preservation of rural heritage and the 

environment. 

Madame Chair, allow me to recall our  position during the negotiations and the adoption of 

this resolution. We expressed our clear view that the existing human rights normative 

framework is sufficient for the promotion and protection of the rights of those living and 

working in rural areas and that the focus should lie on the implementation of this framework. 

We repeated our concern regarding a draft Declaration that contained a number of new rights 

that did not exist under international law and our concern over the procedure that led to the 

Advisory Committee working – without a mandate – on a declaration that the Council did not 

request.  
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The position of the EU has not changed. Our concerns regarding both substance and process 

remain. We have to state that, regrettably, the Programme of work in front of us does nothing 

to reflect these concerns. Nevertheless, in a spirit of open dialogue and in light of the many 

challenges persons living in rural areas face, we hope you will address our concerns so that 

we are able to participate in this working group over the long term. And we would like to call 

on all partners to make the best use of time and resources during the week ahead.  

Madame Chair, the EU cannot accept the draft Declaration, as presented by the Advisory 

Committee, neither as the only basis for our discussion nor as a starting point for a 

meaningful dialogue. However, we hope for transparent and inclusive discussions to identify 

the human rights challenges faced by those living and working in rural areas, how these 

challenges are addressed in the existing human rights framework, and how we might better 

address them within that framework. 

We place our trust in you, Madame Chair, to guide the discussion in a manner that helps us 

find consensus as a way forward. 

Thank you. 

 


