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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

29th Session  

(15 June – 3 July 2015) 

EU Statement 

Update by the High Commissioner followed by General Debate 

 

Mr. President,   

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Albania, Liechtenstein, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova. 

We thank the High Commissioner for presenting his update to the Human Rights Council on the 

work of his Office. We reiterate our full support for the independence and integrity of the mandate 

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the invaluable contributions that the Office 

continues to make in the protection and realization of human rights for all.  

Your update paints a grim picture of human rights violations, some amounting to crimes against 

humanity, taking place on a dramatic scale in many parts of the world.  The world must unite in its 

condemnation of these violations and abuses, such as those of women and girls in the areas 

controlled by non-state actors. Non-state actors must be held accountable for their crimes, and the 

responsibility lies with the State to protect its population from acts of terror and to ensure 

accountability through the rule of law.  

The increase in migration  flows, smuggling and trafficking of human beings, and the associated 

human rights abuses, are global phenomena of rising concern. We must deal better with the root 

causes of migration.  Migration policies and measures of better migration flows management must 

be consistent with international human rights standards and human dignity. We share the concern of 

the High Commissioner about the human rights of migrants. Therefore, the EU has requested to 

hold an Enhanced Interactive Dialogue on the issue to take place today.  
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At our very border, the EU remains deeply concerned by the growing number of victims and serious 

human rights violations and abuses in the eastern Ukraine and further deterioration of the human 

rights situation in Crimea following its illegal annexation, particularly the continuing persecution 

and intimidation of the Crimean Tatars and those who oppose the de facto authorities. We welcome 

the excellent work of the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine and timely reporting of 

the Office, and call on all sides to heed the recommendations contained in these reports. We highly 

value receiving these comprehensive reports on a regular basis.  

 

Turning to Burundi,  the EU is increasingly worried about serious human rights violations 

committed daily, especially by the youth movement affiliated to the majority party, known as the 

Imbonerakure.  Violence has already forced more than 100.000 people to flee Burundi, including 

journalists, members of the opposition political parties, high ranking military and police officials 

and even some of the members of CENI (Commission Electoral National Independent). We call on 

the authorities to take immediate and concrete measures to stop the violence, disarm urgently 

Imbonerakure, protect all citizens from intimidation and guarantee the respect for their human 

rights. In light of such serious developments the Human Rights Council cannot remain silent.  

 

Once more, we take the opportunity to thank the High Commissioner for his leadership and vocal 

role in contribution to the protection and promotion of human rights at all levels. 

 


