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The European Union thanks the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent for 

organizing this panel to mark the 15th anniversary of the Durban Declaration and Programme of 

Action (DDPA). The International Decade for people of African Descent and its Programme of 

activities adopted by consensus by the UN General Assembly Resolution 69/16 come as a further 

commitment to fight against racism, and it is indeed useful to connect these two complementary 

frameworks.  

The EU is pleased to share its experience and to exchange with all regions to take stock of progress 

and challenges worldwide in the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related 

intolerance. We are pleased to engage with all stakeholders, States, civil society organisations and 

others. We count on the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group to ensure that civil society 

organisations from across are duly informed in advance of the dates of sessions so that they can 

plan their participation. The EU believes that civil society contribution, including expert 

information, advice and the ability to provide concrete examples and allegations, is important in 

advancing the discussion on human rights. Civil society's engagement should be encouraged, not 

hampered. 

In our contribution today, we would like to highlight how developments in the EU contribute to the 

global objectives set out in the DDPA as well as in the International Decade's objectives 

("Recognition", "Justice" and "Development") and Program of Activities.  

Let me first share a few points which could fall under the objective of "Recognition":   



- At the World Conference Against Racism in 2001, the EU joined the international 

community in acknowledging that: "slavery and the slave trade, including the transatlantic 

slave trade, were appalling tragedies in the history of humanity not only because of their 

abhorrent barbarism but also in terms of their magnitude, organized nature and especially 

their negation of the essence of the victims." The Conference further acknowledged that 

"slavery and the slave trade are a crime against humanity and should always have been so, 

especially the transatlantic slave trade, and are among the major sources and manifestations 

of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, and that Africans and 

people of African descent, Asians and people of Asian descent and indigenous peoples were 

victims of these acts and continue to be victims of their consequences." 

- In 2015, we have witnessed the unveiling of the memorial "The Ark of Return" in the 

grounds of the United Nations in New York to honour the Victims of Slavery and the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade. The memorial will remind us of the tragic legacy of the slave 

trade.  and the need to continue the fight against racism and prejudice. The memorial should 

also be a reminder of the victorious fight from oppression to freedom, a quest for universal 

human rights, guided by the belief in human dignity and in the equality of all human beings. 

- Since the EU Charter of Fundamental rights, which prohibits any discrimination, became 

legally binding, a landmark legislation to fight against racism and xenophobic speech and 

crimes by means of criminal law was adopted in 2008 and is now applicable in all EU 

Member States. It requires the Member States to criminalise the intentional public 

incitement to violence or hatred as well as the denial, condoning and gross trivialisation of 

certain international crimes such as genocide when such conducts are directed against 

persons defined by reference to race, colour, religion, descent or national or ethnic origin. 

- Several Directives have provided further legal developments on specific issues such as the 

Race Equality Directive or the Employment Equality Directive.  

- Moreover, the EU is currently developing a Toolkit on Anti-Discrimination which will help 

the EUMS to better shape and implement their policies in the fight against racism and to 

cultivate an environment of non-discrimination, tolerance and acceptance of diversity – this 

is work in progress, which is foreseen in the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and 

Democracy 2015-2019.  



- The EU Fundamental Rights Agency reports independently and provides the EUMS and 

institutions with assistance and expertise as they implement legislation – in 2014, FRA 

established a "Working party on improving reporting and recording of hate crime in the EU" 

as a means to assist the Member States in their efforts to develop effective methods to 

encourage reporting and ensure proper recording of hate crimes. 

The second chapter of the Program of Activities, "Justice"  invites us to step up efforts to ensure 

that victims have access to justice. This is a well-established direction of work within the EU:  

- The EU framework ensures that there are judicial remedies available to the victims.  

- With regard to racist speech and hate crime, the EU is stepping up its action to work with 

Member States law enforcement bodies to ensure that they are investigating and prosecuting 

these crimes effectively and ensuring there are remedies available to the victims.  

The third chapter of the Program of Activities relates to "Development".  Beyond what is being 

done internally within the EU, the EU is also recognized for its contribution to the global objectives 

of poverty eradication, access to education, health, employment and housing – to name only those 

listed in the Program of Activities. We would like to highlight today a significant policy progress:   

- At ministerial level, the EU decided in 2014 to implement "a rights-based approach to 

development cooperation" based on the "universality and indivisibility of human rights". 

This policy is fully relevant to our discussion today: the Foreign Affairs Council 

Conclusions of 19 May 2014 indeed state clearly that the principle of "non-discrimination, 

equality and equity" should be, along with other principles, "central to the EU development 

cooperation". 

- In this context, the 2015 European Year for Development was an opportunity to raise 

awareness of the EU's development cooperation 

- We count on the support across regions to such a rights-based approach to development 

cooperation as a way to realize the vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Let me conclude with some general remarks.  

- 15 years ago in Durban the global community signed up to an international framework to 

combat racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance giving hope to 



millions of victims around the world. It complemented and reinforced the International 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), the key 

international legally binding framework for those efforts. The universal ratification and 

implementation of ICERD is a core objective of the Durban Declaration as well as the 

Decade for People of African Descent and their respective Programmes of Action ad 

Activities.   

- The 15th anniversary of the DDPA, the International Decade for people of African Descent 

and its Programme of Activities come as a reminder that much more remains to be done. 

Victims remind us of the acute suffering caused by racism, racial discrimination, 

xenophobia and related intolerance worldwide.  

- Remembrance of the millions of persons who suffered from transatlantic slave trade should 

also help us to remember that despite its prohibition, slavery and slavery-like practices - in 

the form of trafficking of persons and other forms of modern slavery - persist and constitute 

flagrant violations of human rights.  The lessons of the past should urge us to address this 

slave trade of our time, including by addressing roots causes such combating discrimination 

on any grounds. We owe it to the women, men, girls and boys who, as we speak here, are 

being kept against their will and exploited in appalling conditions. Every victim of modern 

slavery is one victim too many. 

- We are acutely aware that legal frameworks form only a part of the solution to this complex 

problem and that tackling racism, and its root causes, requires a multi-faceted approach. It 

also requires a reinforced partnership between States, UN agencies, National Human Rights 

Institutions, civil society and private sectors.  

- World events such as the global economic crisis, the European and global refugee and 

migration crisis and the rise of extremism have created new tensions, fuelled new fears and 

in some cases increased existing intolerances. For these reasons we cannot afford to be 

complacent and must continue to work together as a global community to fight racism and 

xenophobia. 

The wise words of Nelson Mandela need to be constantly recalled: "No one is born hating 

another person because of the colour of his skin, or his background, or his religion. People 



must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more 

naturally to the human heart than its opposite". 


