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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

31st session 

(29 February – 24 March 2016) 

EU Statement 

Technical assistance and capacity-building 
 
 

Mr President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova and Georgia 

The European Union confirms its strong support for the OHCHR’s important work of technical 

assistance and capacity building in order to promote and protect human rights.  

The EU welcomes the findings of the OHCHR mission to Libya and urges the Government of 

National Accord to implement the recommendations in the OHCHR’s report. The circumstances of 

human rights abuses and violations must be fully investigated with a view to ending impunity and 

ensuring full accountability.  

We value the efforts of Haiti to address their human rights situation and welcome the report of the 

Independent Expert. 

The EU further deplores the deeply concerning humanitarian situation of the Yemenis. It calls on all 

parties to fully respect and oblige by international human rights and international humanitarian law 

and to commit to a peace process. The EU appreciates the oral report on Yemen as presented by the 

High Commissioner. We welcome the offer extended by the Office of the High Commissioner to 

assist the national independent commission of inquiry in its work, to be conducted in accordance 

with international standards. We are looking forward to the assessment of the cooperation of 

OHCHR with the national commission of inquiry, which the High Commissioner has announced to 

provide in the June session of the Council. We expect the Government to continue to work with the 

representatives of the High Commissioner and to create closer cooperation. 
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The report of the High Commissioner on Iraq to the Thirtieth session of the Council indicated that 

technical assistance of UNAMI/OHCHR to Iraq would continue. The recent UNAMI report 

indicates that there are many legal and security policy issues the Government still has to work on. 

The horrible practices of DAESH provide a difficult context. Yet the reports of human rights 

violations and abuses by groups linked to the Iraqi government are of great concern. We urge the 

Government to continue its reforms to enhance inclusive governance and to keep availing itself of 

international support in addressing the conclusions of the High Commissioner’s report.  

In Guinea, progress has been made, particularly in consolidating democracy and the rule of law. 

Nevertheless, efforts are still needed to reinforce the fight against impunity, in particular for the 

serious violations committed in September 2009. The European Union therefore supports the 

adoption at this session of a resolution which will allow the Council to continue monitoring the 

human rights situation in Guinea. 

The EU has elaborated on the situations in Mali, the Central African Republic and Côte d’Ivoire in 

the dedicated interactive dialogues. 

Thank you Mr. President.  

 


