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Mr. President,  

The European Union would like to thank Assistant Secretary-General Ivan Simonovic 

for his important update on situation in Ukraine.   

The EU follows with utmost concern the continuing human rights violations and 

abuses of people living in areas of eastern Ukraine controlled by so called 

'separatists' and illegally annexed Crimea.  

The 13th report of the OHCHR Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine 

documented severe impacts of the crisis on daily life of the 2.7 million civilians living 

in areas controlled by Russia-backed separatists. The human rights of civilians such 

as freedom of movement, expression, religion, and peaceful assembly and 

association should be respected in full, as well their economic, social and cultural 

rights. Civilians keep on suffering from physical, political, social and economic 

isolation. The EU deeply regrets that fighting has caused more than 30,000 

casualties from its beginning and internally displacing more than 1,6 million people in 

Ukraine and more than 1 million outside Ukraine.   

The EU is especially concerned about the continuing systematic discrimination and 

intimidation of the Crimean Tatars and Ukrainian speaking communities in Crimea, 

following its illegal annexation by the Russian Federation. All reported cases of 



persecution, arrests, ill-treatment and torture should be thoroughly investigated and 

all human rights violations and abuses must come to an end.  We are also alarmed 

by recent steps in relation to designation of the Meclis, the self-governing body of the 

Crimean Tatars, as an extremist organization, which would lead to the banning of its 

activities. In this context we once again stress that all international human rights 

observers should be granted full, free and unhindered access to eastern Ukraine and 

illegally annexed Crimea. 

We also call on the Russian de facto authorities to guarantee free and fair 

proceedings in accordance with basic principles of international law to all on the 

peninsula. In particular, we urge for immediate release of Nadiya Savchenko, Oleh 

Sentsov, Akhtem Chiihoz, Oleksandr Kolchenko and others whose detention in 

Russia is illegal and whose cases are in breach of international law and elementary 

standards of justice. We are especially worried about the rapidly deteriorating health 

condition of Ms Savchenko, who has been on a long lasting hunger strike and whose 

release on humanitarian grounds would be a positive sign.  

We once again stress that it is important that all parties fully implement their 

obligations under the Minsk agreements as a first step towards a sustainable political 

solution that is based on respect for Ukraine's sovereignty, territorial integrity, unity 

and independence.  

Furthermore, the EU calls on all sides of the crisis to ensure respect for  international 

law, notably by guaranteeing safe passage for all those who want to leave the area 

and for humanitarian workers to deliver aid. 

Mr Simonovic, 

Based on facts of the latest Monitoring Mission's report, what do you personally 

consider to be the most challenging aspects of the situation of minorities, especially 

Crimean Tatars and Ukrainian speaking communities in Crimea?    

Thank you. 


