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The European Union and its Member States are firmly committed to the promotion 

and protection of the human rights of migrants. Our policies are founded on the 

principles of non-discrimination, proportionality, non-refoulement, access to justice 

and the best interests of the child, particularly with regard to unaccompanied 

children, and we are active in protecting the rights of migrants both inside and 

outside the EU. The current migration crises and as a consequence, the challenges 

of the human rights of migrants as well as refugees require a common global 

solution. 

The EU recognizes that the impact of  these crises is not gender neutral – but affects 

men, women, girls and boys differently, which calls for tailored responses. Sexual 

and gender based violence particularly affect fleeing women and girls. 

Internally, the EU provides support to its Member States in developing and 

implementing integration policies. For example, the Asylum, Migration and 

Integration Fund, with a total original budget of EUR 3,137 million, contributes to the 

implementation, strengthening and development of the common policy on asylum, 

subsidiary protection and temporary protection, while fully respecting the rights and 

principles enshrined in the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. In the context of the 

migration and refugee crisis, the AMIF budget has been reinforced and EUR 1,040 

million has been assigned to the relocation of individuals in need of international 

protection. 
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Externally, respect for and protection of the human rights of migrants is a cross-

cutting priority in the EU's cooperation with partner countries. The EU established an 

effective Dialogue with African countries from where most migrants originate or pass: 

by promoting the so called Khartoum Process we started an encompassing dialogue 

with countries of the Horn of Africa region to respond to the questions raised by the 

challenges of migrations. In this regard, African and European participants at the 

Valletta Summit in November 2015 agreed that respect for the dignity of refugees 

and migrants and the protection of their human rights will remain a priority at all 

times. This is also reflected in the numerous EU projects that focus on protecting 

migrants from abuse and human rights violations. For example, the European 

Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights will this year provide €1.2 million in 

support for UNHCR activities to protect children migrants in detention centres. In 

addition, a € 11.5 million global civil society action was launched in 2014 focusing on 

protecting and promoting the rights of vulnerable migrants and victims of human 

trafficking. Such activities have remained a priority with the launch of the Regional 

Trust Fund for the Syria Crisis in December 2014 and the Emergency Trust Fund for 

Africa in November 2015. 

 
 


