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Mr. President, 

The EU welcomes this debate, which gives us the opportunity to stress the EU’s 

strong and worldwide opposition to all forms of racism, racial discrimination, 

xenophobia, and related intolerance. The EU considers that at the same time racism 

and hatred incited by extremist political groups are fundamental threats to inclusive 

democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms 

which are at the core of our common values. In this regard, the current trend of 

growing incidence of racist and xenophobic acts throughout all regions of the world is 

concerning. The EU deplores and condemns it firmly, including those acts targeting 

migrants and refugees and recalls that promoting inclusive tolerance, integration and 

shared values combined with raising awareness of fundamental rights of all, are 

important guarantees against the rise of racism and xenophobia in our diverse 

societies. 

 

The EU recognizes that a vigorous approach to preventing and combating all forms 

and manifestations of intolerance and racism is needed. This includes not only 

effective legal responses, but also preventive measures that promote social 

inclusion, acceptance and equality for all members of society. The EU Member 

States and institutions can also count on the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights to 

provide them with assistance and expertise as they implement legislation. 
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The EU is willing to enter in an open dialogue where lessons learnt by others on 

these issues can be discussed. In this regard the EU reiterates its readiness to share 

best practices with partner countries on strategies and policies to combat racism and 

related intolerance. This commitment represents a key element of its second action 

plan on human rights and democracy which covers the period 2015-2019. The EU is 

also currently developing a Toolkit on Anti-discrimination which will help the EU 

Member States to better shape and implement their policies in the fight against 

racism and, ultimately, to cultivate an environment of non-discrimination, tolerance 

and acceptance of diversity. 

Finally, we would like to ask the following question to the panel: the internet can be a 

platform exploited by extremist movements to spread racism. It can also provide for 

useful preventive instruments to counter such ideologies. How can States respond 

effectively to instances of online hatred without exacerbating the problems they are 

trying to solve? 

Thank you Mr. President. 

 

 
 


