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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

31st Session 

(29 February – 25 March 2016) 

EU Statement 

Universal Periodic Review 

Mr. President,   

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Liechtenstein,  Ukraine, 

the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. 

As reflections on the achievements of the Human Rights Council are ongoing in the context of its 

tenth anniversary, we are pleased to note unanimity around the importance of UPR.  The EU has 

from the outset been a strong supporter of the UPR, which we believe has the potential to make a 

real difference on the ground, by bridging the gap between commitments and implementation.  A 

key feature of the mechanism is its universality: it addresses all human rights and applies to all UN 

Member States. This has certainly contributed to the general acceptance of the mechanism, which 

has as ultimate objective to contribute globally to the improvement of the human rights situation.  

As we are approaching the end of the second cycle, we reflect on how to maintain and strengthen 

the commitment to UPR, and its effectiveness. We note how voluntary practices and tools, such as 

implementation plans, mid-term reports and follow-up mechanisms contribute to strengthening the 

process and ensuring better follow-up .   We welcome these practices and stress the importance of 

keeping a continuous focus on implementation.   We also acknowledge the importance of providing 

technical assistance in view of the implementation of UPR recommendations and we are fully 

committed to do our share in this regard.  

Over the past years we have witnessed an important mobilization on UPR by governments and civil 

society. We believe that the numerous initiatives on UPR, such as exchanges of good practice, 

convened by various stakeholders, in particular civil society, contribute to maintaining the 

momentum.  The valuable contribution of NGOs, both in the preparation of UPR session and in the 
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implementation of UPR outcomes, cannot be over stated.  The EU pays tribute to the courageous 

human rights defenders who often take personal risks to expose human rights violations. We call on 

all states to create and maintain the space allowing civil society to continue playing this crucial role.    

National Human Rights Institutions can and do play a key role in the UPR process.  They make an 

important contribution to the UPR. Their views on progress made and challenges ahead enrich the 

dialogue of the UPR process.  

The EU appreciates the invaluable support provided by the OHCHR, notably in the area of technical 

assistance and capacity building, and is grateful for the contribution of the OHCHR and its staff to 

the UPR.   

In conclusion, let me reiterate the EU's and its Member States' full support to the UPR and our 

gratitude to the OHCHR and civil society for their contribution to the process.  

 

 


