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The European Union is pleased to participate in this debate as we mark the 15th 

anniversary of the Durban Declaration and Plan of Action (DDPA). The EU remains 

firmly committed to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. We must all 

make further efforts to implement the recommendations contained in this framework 

and show more political will to combat and eradicate all manifestations of racism, 

xenophobia and related intolerance. 

In the last 15 years, the EU has seen the Charter of Fundamental rights becoming 

legally binding. The Charter states that any discrimination based on any ground such 

as sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic features, language, religion or 

belief, political or any other opinion, membership of a national minority, property, 

birth, disability, age or sexual orientation shall be prohibited. In 2008, landmark 

legislation to fight against racist and xenophobic speech and crime by means of 

criminal law was adopted and now applicable in all the EU Member States. Thanks to 

the independent reporting of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency we know that 

despite our strong legal framework, there is little room for complacency. 

The universal ratification and effective implementation of the Convention on the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination is also a core objective of the Durban Declaration 

and its Programmes. 

Despite the fact that we have addressed many of the commitments of the DDPA, 

challenges remain and we must all redouble our efforts to tackle extremist, racist and 

xenophobic agendas that exploit contemporary fears about security and 



2 

 

unemployment in the face of terrorism, migration and other geopolitical challenges. 

How do the panelists think we can specifically address these issues, using the 

existing Durban framework and the wider international framework including CERD  

The EU is strongly convinced that the international framework in place for the global 

fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance is 

adequate.  Furthermore, the Agenda 2030 and its motto of "leaving no one behind" 

will undoubtedly contribute to fight discrimination and inequalities.  And it is on this 

basis that the EU today renews its commitments to the global fight for the elimination 

of racial discrimination. 

 

 

 

 
 


