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The EU thanks the Commission of Inquiry for its latest report as well as for the oral 

update today.  

 

We commend the Commission’s ongoing efforts in documenting violations and 

abuses of human rights and violations of international humanitarian law by all parties. 

Through this, the Commission is laying the groundwork for future accountability 

efforts.  

 

The EU is appalled by the unspeakable atrocities committed in Syria. Gross and 

widespread systematic violations and abuses of human rights law and violations of 

international humanitarian law continue unabated, committed by the Syrian regime 

and by groups such as Da'esh and Jabhat al Nusra. Women and children are 

particularly exposed.   

 

The targeting of civilian areas and structures such as hospitals and schools is 

unacceptable. The systematic targeting of civilians by the regime has led to mass 

displacements. We call on all parties to cease all attacks and bombing of civilian 

targets, take all appropriate steps to protect civilians, end sieges of civilian areas, 

fully respect international humanitarian law and implement the relevant UNSC 

resolutions. 

 

The EU recalls that all those responsible for severe violations and abuses of human 

rights and violations of international humanitarian law must be held accountable. The 
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EU continues to support a referral of the situation in Syria by the Security Council to 

the International Criminal Court. 

 

We support the efforts of UN Special Envoy de Mistura. Our collective priority must 

focus on the advancement of the political process outlined in Security Council 

Resolution 2254. We call on all actors to fully respect the cessation of hostilities and 

to guarantee continued and unhindered access of humanitarian aid to all those in 

need. 

 

Thank you. 

 


