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Mr President, 

The EU welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur, Dr Ahmed Shaheed, and 

thanks him for his reporting on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of 

Iran.  Your report this time focuses on the laws governing the administration of justice 

in Iran and their practical implementation, the right to freedom of expression, freedom 

of assembly and freedom of association, women’s human rights and minority rights. 

We regret, however, the late publication of the report.  

Again, your report provides comprehensive information on the critical human rights 

situation, as well as on legislative developments and their implementation. We 

welcome the positive amendments introduced by the revised 2013 Penal Code and 

improved protections of the accused in the 2015 Criminal Procedure Code and we 

strongly encourage full implementation of these improvements.  

We note with deep concern the highest level of executions in many years, including 

of juvenile offenders, and especially the high number of cases that do not meet the 

threshold of “most serious crimes” under international human rights law. Taking note 

of Iran’s expressed willingness to explore ways to reduce the number of executions, 

as stated in your report, we urge once again the Government to establish a 

moratorium on the executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty. 

The EU finds the widening crackdown on freedom of expression and opinion deeply 

worrying and urges the Government to consider amending or rescinding laws and 

policies that contravene freedom of expression online and offline. The EU also 
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expresses serious concern at the situation of religious minorities in Iran, in particular 

the continuing systematic discrimination of persons belonging to the Baha’i 

community. Furthermore, we call on the Government to amend laws that violate the 

human rights of women, or that undermine their equal and full enjoyment of civil, 

political, social and economic rights. 

The EU takes note of the increased engagement of the Government with the Special 

Rapporteur and other special procedure mandate holders, as well as the expressed 

willingness of the Government to engage in a dialogue with the EU on the human 

rights situation in Iran, as stated recently by the Foreign Minister Zarif before the 

European Parliament, but calls upon the Government to facilitate country visits by the 

Special Rapporteur and other mandate holders.  

Dr Shaheed,  

The EU is deeply committed to the protection of human rights defenders and would 

appreciate hearing your further views on the situation of human rights defenders in 

Iran. 

I thank you, Mr President. 

 

 


