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Mr President, 

The European Union would like to thank the Special Rapporteur Keetharuth for her 

oral update with a specific focus on the plight of unaccompanied Eritrean children 

migrants, and for her untiring work in general in gathering testimonies on the human 

rights situation in Eritrea.  

We regret that the Government of Eritrea is still unwilling to cooperate with the 

Special Rapporteur and did not grant her access to the country to conduct her work. 

We think it is in the interest of the Government to extend full cooperation to the 

Special Rapporteur, in the same way that they have cooperated with the OHCHR so 

that her report can benefit from direct observation on the ground and first-hand 

experience of the reality in Eritrea. 

The European Union is deeply concerned about the gross human rights violations, 

including systematic denial of fundamental freedoms and political rights and the 

continuing practice of indefinite national service, as reported by the Special 

Rapporteur in her oral update. It is particularly worrying that to date the prevailing 

environment offers very limited opportunities for young people and is therefore a 

strong motivation to leave the country, often at a very young age.  
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We welcome the focus the Special Rapporteur has given to the plight of 

unaccompanied children fleeing the country and to the root causes of this 

phenomenon: The human rights situation in Eritrea; forcible conscription into the 

army and indefinite national service; violence and arbitrary detention for exercising 

fundamental freedoms; desire to access to better educational opportunities.  By 

crossing the border clandestinely, they become vulnerable to horrendous human 

rights violations, including human trafficking, abduction for ransom, sexual violence, 

torture and other cruel and inhuman treatment.  

Mr. President,  

Several unaccompanied children told the Special Rapporteur that they want to return 

to Eritrea if conditions in the country change for the better.  We would like to 

encourage the Government of Eritrea to listen to the voice of those children. In this 

respect, we hope that the readiness of Eritrea to engage with the international 

community, mentioned by the Special Rapporteur in her concluding remarks, will 

indeed materialize fully. We welcome that as a sign of this engagement, Eritrea 

became a member of the International Organisation for Migration in November 2015. 

The efforts of all are needed to make human rights and peace a reality for Eritrea's 

children and for every Eritrean. From our side, the EU remains committed to properly 

address the question of the protection of unaccompanied children who flee to 

Europe.  

Mr President, 

The EU would like to ask the Special Rapporteur: 

What are the most urgent steps that the Government of Eritrea should take to 

address the root causes of the fleeing of unaccompanied children from Eritrea ?  

What measures should the transit countries take as a matter of urgency to curb the 

egregious human rights violations migrants are suffering from human trafficking and 

other criminal networks ?  

How can the international community help, including through the monitoring of 

financial flows to track down human traffickers, kidnappers and their accomplices ? 


