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Mr. President, 

 

The EU and its Member States welcome the convening of today’s panel and thank all 

the participants for their valuable inputs. It is very important, in our view, that the 

Human Rights Council has the opportunity to contribute to the UNGA’s High Level 

Meeting on HIV/AIDS this summer and we hope that based on today’s discussion, 

the Council could send a strong and clear message to New York underlining the 

fundamental importance of the full realization of all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms for all, without discrimination, in the global response to HIV/AIDS. 

Mr. President, 

 

Adopting a human rights-based approach to the HIV/AIDS epidemic is vital. Such an 

approach encompasses in our view, inter alia: (i) ending HIV-related discrimination 

and stigma, including the elimination of laws which criminalize consensual adult 

same-sex sexual conduct; (ii) fulfilling everyone’s right to health without 

discrimination, including by ensuring voluntary, anonymous and free testing for HIV 

and equitable and accessible treatment, including access to antiretroviral medicines; 

(iii) providing tailored and inclusive HIV prevention and treatment services that 

address the specific needs of most vulnerable individuals, namely sex workers, men 

who have sex with men, people who inject drugs, transgender people, prisoners and 

migrants, including, inter alia, the provision of harm reduction treatment for persons 

who inject drugs; (iv) promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women 

and girls, including by providing comprehensive education on human sexuality to 
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children and adolescents in a manner consistent with their evolving capacities, and 

access to sexual and reproductive health and rights, in accordance with the 

Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development, the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome documents of their 

review conferences. 

 

Mr. President,  

 

The EU welcomes the collaborative action of all relevant UN agencies and 

programmes and other key stakeholders in the combat against this epidemic, namely 

from WHO, UNAIDS and the Global Fund and takes this opportunity to pose the 

following two questions: 

 

(i) Mr. Dybul, from the particular angle of the Global Fund, what are the main human 

rights challenges that you find on a daily basis when assisting in the implementation 

of granted projects and in providing technical assistance?  

 

(ii) Mr. Sidibé, what are the main barriers, from a human rights’ point of view, that the 

world faces to fast-track the response to HIV/AIDS, achieve the three-zeros goal, 

reach the 90-90-90 treatment targets and the persons still being left behind? Thank 

you. 

 


