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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

31st  Session  

(29 February – 25 March 2016) 

EU Statement 

SG/HC thematic reports followed by General Debate 

Mr. President 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The full text of this statement will be 

posted on the extranet. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Iceland, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and 

Georgia. 

We would like to thank the Secretary-General, the High Commissioner and his office for the 

presentation of the reports under item 3. 

The EU would like to commend the High Commissioner’s report on the “Follow-up on investment 

in the rights of the Child” . We also welcome the reports of the Special Representatives of the 

Secretary-General on Violence against Children and for Children and Armed Conflict and note with 

serious concern the violations described therein. The recent work done by mandate holders and 

OHCHR on the issue of information and communications technology and child sexual exploitation 

is especially timely considering the focus of this year’s resolution on the Rights of the Child that the 

EU will introduce together with the Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries. We invite 

all States to join us in this effort. 

Now that his mandate on freedom of religion or belief is coming to an end, we would like to 

extend a special thanks to Professor Bielefeld for his highly valuable work delivered throughout the 

past six years and his tireless efforts to advance this mandate and its impact on the universal 

realization of this right. The freedom of religion or belief protects a right every individual has, and 

which can be exercised in community with others. It does not protect a religion or belief as such. 

For the EU, it is important to emphasize that freedom of belief is also of relevance within religions. 

Believers not only have the freedom to identify with a broad religious denomination, but also to 
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adhere to specific interpretations or schools of thought. Others can opt not to have any religion at 

all. Any teachings that justify violence or other human rights abuses on grounds of “blasphemy” or 

“apostasy” must be resisted. States have a primary duty to ensure that their legal systems provide 

adequate and effective guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief.  

The EU is against the use of the death penalty in all circumstances and calls for the introduction of 

a worldwide moratorium as a first step towards abolition. We welcome the recent abolition of 

capital punishment in countries such as Surinam, Fiji and Madagascar. We remain especially 

concerned about high numbers of executions, cases of juvenile offenders, mass executions and/or 

the use of deficient judicial procedures which may include mass sentencing in countries such as 

China, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi-Arabia and Egypt. 

Mr. President, 

In line with article 5 of the Universal Declaration, all of us must strive to bring an end to the use of 

torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment. We thank the Special Rapporteur for 

his relevant focus on the applicability of the prohibition in international law to the unique 

experiences of women, girls, and LGBTI persons. 

 

The EU thanks the High Commissioner for his report on the Protection of the Family, which 

recognizes the diversity of family forms. We welcome the confirmation by States of their obligation 

to adopt a human-rights based approach in their support to families, grounded in international 

obligations and ensuring gender equality and non-discrimination. The EU would like to highlight a 

number of elements in the report, such as the strong language on child, early and forced marriage, 

polygamy and gender stereotypes and calls attention to the identified need for universal access to 

services related to sexual and reproductive health and rights, in accordance with the Programme of 

Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, the Beijing Platform for 

Action and the outcome documents of their review conferences. We also strongly concur with the 

recognition of children as rights holders, regardless of gender, sexual orientation or disability. 

The EU welcomes the joint compilation report of the SR on the right to freedom of peaceful 

assembly and of association and of the SR on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions. 

The report provides States with advice on how to manage assemblies and demonstrations while 
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respecting fundamental human rights. The EU encourages this type of constructive collaboration 

between Special Rapporteurs. 

Finally, The European Union thanks the Chair-Rapporteur for the presentation of her report of the 

first session of the Intergovernmental Working Group (IGWG) on Transnational Corporations and 

other Enterprises with Respect to Human Rights. The EU regrets that several important language 

proposals were not accommodated. Consequently, the EU position is not accurately reflected and 

some important elements of the developments during the session are missing. For instance, the 

report does not recall that the EU asked for civil society to be given the floor first. The EU recalls 

that the factual account of its interventions and developments in the room is available in an Annex 

to its submission to the IGWG: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/ WGTransCorp/ 

Session1/ Pages/ WrittenContributions.aspx. 

The EU reiterates its call made in July 2015 to the Chair-Rapporteur to engage in consultations in 

an inclusive and transparent manner as soon as the session ended. The EU stands ready to engage 

with the Chair-Rapporteur and all regional/political groups to resolve outstanding issues, and 

notably the issue of the scope, well before the second session. The EU insists on the need for 

consensus for progress on the important agenda of Business and Human Rights 

Thank you, Mr. President 

 


