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Ms. Zerrougui,  

We congratulate you on your endless efforts to end violence against children in time 

of conflict. The degree of violence you describe, especially by extremist groups, 

seems without boundaries. An additional compounding element you identify is the 

“propaganda on the internet to recruit children”. 

Q1 : Related to this, how can States, that have the primary responsibility to protect 

children, best collaborate with the private sector to put an end to online recruitment of 

children by extremist groups ?  

The EU strongly supports your campaign “Children, not Soldiers”, and the outcomes 

observed, especially the release of hundreds of children and the adoption of 

protection mechanisms.  

Accountability is another key element to fostering sustainable peace. Q2 : How could 

we better pursue grave violations against children in armed conflict, and how do you 

think the UN sanctions mechanisms could be used in that regard?  
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Ms. Santos Pais,  

The EU welcomes your continued efforts to help states eliminate violence against 

children. Together with you, the EU recognizes the unique opportunity the agreed 

Sustainable Development Goals present in this regard. 

 Q1: Could you elaborate on the elements that, in your expert opinion, contribute to 

the chances of success of such regional processes? 

You address the issue of information and communication technology which is a topic 

close to our hearts. The EU, together with GRULAC will present a resolution on this 

topic during this Session, which we invite all member states to join. 

Q2: In your report, you identify children that are at special risk of cyberbullying, such 

as children with disabilities. How can governments make sure that measures aimed 

at protecting children who face special risks online do not contribute to further 

excluding them from the opportunities the online world affords? 
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