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Today's topic of ICTs and child sexual exploitation is timely in that it is one which 

knows no borders. 

  

One in three users of ICT is a child. Online child sexual abuse and exploitation is a 

gross violation of the rights of the child, and one with very serious long-term 

repercussions, particularly in terms of re-victimisation, which can be life-long. While 

also acknowledging that ICT have positive impacts on the fulfillment of the rights of 

the child, we must address these challenges without delay. Children have the right to 

be protected from all forms of abuse, online as well as offline. 

  

The private sector has a key role in the protection of children online. The Internet 

industry is in a unique position to make a true difference in the lives of children by 

preventing, detecting and combatting child sexual abuse and exploitation online. We 

call on industry to join us in better protecting children around the world. This includes 

joint efforts in expeditiously removing child sexual abuse material once detected to 

be online. 

We also call on governments to acknowledge the efforts of industry and provide the 

necessary legal frameworks to support private sector efforts across jurisdictions, 



consistent with maintaining an open Internet. States must ensure that their national 

child protection systems are equipped to address online violence against children, 

also taking into account the importance of prevention in this regard. Most importantly, 

we call on States to work closely together with private actors of the Internet industry 

in all of these actions. We have a common responsibility to make sure that children 

are safe online.  

 

 


