
 

EUROPEAN UNION 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations Office 
and other international organisations in Geneva  
 
  
 

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 
31st session 

 
Annual Debate on Rights of persons with Disabilities 

 
4 March 2016 

 
EU Intervention 

 
Mr President, 

As a party to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), 

the EU is deeply committed to implementing the rights of persons with disabilities in 

every relevant policy field. This also includes the obligations enshrined in Article 11 of 

the CRPD on Situations of Risk and humanitarian emergencies. 

The European Commission is mandated to provide needs-based humanitarian 

assistance to the most vulnerable, in accordance with international humanitarian law 

and international human rights law, including persons with disabilities. The needs of 

persons with disabilities are mainstreamed in operations within all sectors of 

humanitarian aid.  

In March 2015, the EU Council Conclusions were adopted on disability-inclusive 

disaster management. The needs of persons with disabilities are progressively 

integrated into all aspects of disaster management.  

 

The needs of people with disabilities are also considered among the priorities of the 

EU Civil Protection Mechanism activities under its Annual Work Programme 2016. 

The EU also funds projects on civil protection exercises and preparedness, taking 

into consideration the needs of persons with disabilities.  
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We has also financially supported partners such as Handicap International and 

HelpAge, which target persons with disabilities in emergencies by providing direct 

services and conducting advocacy to raise awareness among other humanitarian 

agencies. 

The European Commission is currently working on a new comprehensive policy 

approach to address protracted forced displacement jointly through both 

humanitarian assistance and development cooperation. This new policy approach is 

based on addressing the specific vulnerabilities and capacities of the displaced 

persons and their host communities, including persons with disabilities, to strengthen 

their resilience and self-reliance.  

We are also looking forward to the International Labour Conference in June 2016, 

where we will address vocational rehabilitation and employment of disabled persons 

in the context of forced displacement and reintegration after conflicts. 

 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 


