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EU Intervention 

 
Mr. Knox,  

 

The EU and its Member States appreciate your focus on climate change during the 

last year, in particularly in light of the Paris Agreement adopted last December. We 

have worked hard on and were pleased with the results of this landmark 

achievement, which also constitutes the first global environmental treaty to explicitly 

refer to the need to respect human rights. We agree with you that human rights must 

be respected and protected through action in all policy areas, including environment 

and climate change.  

 

Looking ahead towards COP22, what do you believe should be the number one 

priority with regard to protecting human rights in relation to climate adaptation and 

mitigation? 

 

We further welcome your report on possible methods of implementing human rights 

obligations relating to the environment, and the many useful suggestions you have 

outlined in it. 

 



2 

 

Let me recall that the EU has some of the world's highest environmental standards 

which  help green the EU economy, protect nature, and safeguard the health and 

quality of life of people living in the EU. Our Environment Action Programme to 2020 

aims to deliver "good living within the limits of our planet", and has among its key 

objectives "to safeguard the Union's citizens from environment-related pressures", 

including through better implementation of legislation and better information. We 

have created the European Environment Agency with precisely this purpose:  to 

provide sound, independent information on the environment, thus helping Member 

States to make informed decisions.  

 

Mr. Knox, 

 

Mainstreaming human rights is indeed a big and challenging task, but one that 

should nonetheless be tackled emphatically. We therefore welcome your intention to 

further assist states in their full realization of human rights obligations relating to the 

enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment by developing an 

easy-to-understand guidance based on existing norms.  

 

Finally, let me express our full support to your mandate. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Now turning on to the Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, 

 
Mr. President,  

The European Union would like to thank the Special Rapporteur on adequate 

housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, Ms Leilani 

Farha, for the presentation of her report.  

Madam Special Rapporteur,  

Every day, when people move to urban centers in search of a “better life”, the 

demand for housing is growing: as a scarce resource, pressures then increase on the 

housing stock and on new development to seek to ensure people are adequately 
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housed.  Therefore housing issues are a litmus test of urban development and well-

planned cities – and they relate closely to the fulfilment of human rights, particularly 

to adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living.  A 

range of housing policies and programmes that seek to offer support to the poorest 

and most marginalized people is crucial to avoid their situation deteriorating, 

potentially resulting in homelessness.  

The Third United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban 

Development to be held in Quito in October 2016 – better known as Habitat III –- 

offers a unique opportunity: the adoption of a global “New Urban Agenda” is an 

important step towards the implementation of Agenda 2030, in particular SDG 11, 

and a number of other interrelated goals.  

Madam Rapporteur, 

Given the synergies between urbanization, sustainable development and climate 

change, how could urban and peri-urban areas be better planned and managed in 

the light of Agenda 2030?  

With regard to Habitat III, what kind of good practices could be applied in order to 

improve the involvement of local authorities and other stakeholders?   

I thank you, Mr. President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


