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Mr President  

 

In December 2015, the EU and its Member States welcomed the Paris Climate 

Agreement as a landmark achievement for combating climate change.  The 

Agreement marked a decisive turning point towards comprehensive and collective 

global action; however, maintaining the positive momentum from Paris will require 

sustained engagement at global level, including in the promotion and protection of 

human rights.  The inclusion of human rights and the right to health in the preamble 

of Paris Agreement is an important reinforcement of the need to ensure climate 

policies are sustainable and responsive to the needs of rights holders.   

 

As Mary Robinson has clearly stated, “We are the first generation to understand how 

serious the climate crisis is and the last generation to be able to do something about 

it.”  This Council has consistently recognised the importance of integrating human 

rights in climate action and we hope that this discussion today will sharpen our focus 

and efforts in ensuring the promotion and protection of human rights when 

addressing climate change. 

 

Climate change has particularly adverse effects on the rights of persons who are 

already vulnerable. For example, the Committee on the Rights of the Child has 

identified climate change as one of the biggest threats to children’s health, stating 

that it exacerbates health disparities.  In addition, UNICEF has found that many of 
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the countries that are highly vulnerable to climate change are also the ones that have 

the highest number of children as a share of their overall population.  Furthermore, 

children from the poorest families, including those with disabilities, are most affected 

and most likely to live in continually degrading environments which can severely 

impact their health.  

 

We would be grateful it the panelists could elaborate on good practices which have 

been taken, or that they would recommend to States, in order to ensure the right of 

the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health, including in 

relation to participation, education and access to information.    

 

Thank you.  
 


