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Mr. President, Distinguished Speakers and Panelists, 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The 50th anniversary of the International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is an excellent opportunity to reaffirm the 

universality, indivisibility and mutually reinforcing nature of all human rights.  

Human rights cannot be ranked in a hierarchy of those that are more or less 

fundamental. The two Covenants are interdependent and equally important.  

In every society throughout the world, both sets of rights are integrally related. A 

person who is deprived of civil and political rights, has no means of claiming the 

economic, social and cultural rights that can guarantee his or her basic needs, and 

vice versa.  

How can a child enjoy the right to health and social protection if he or she lacks legal 

identity? 

How can a girl enjoy the right to education if her security from violence and rape 

cannot be guaranteed on her way to school – or even at school? 

And how can a person enjoy the right to freedom of information and participation in 

public affairs, if he or she does not know how to read and write due to a lack of 

fulfilment of the right to education?   
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The 2030 agenda represents a new global consensus on the interdependence 

between the two sets of rights. Our universal development agenda establishes that 

the right to security of person, access to justice, and participation in public decision-

making – must be promoted and protected alongside with the right to health, 

education and jobs. This is necessary for a person to fulfil his or her full potential in 

life.     

We call upon all states to sign and ratify the two Covenants, and to ensure their 

effective implementation.  

Given the considerable interdependence of the two Covenants - we would like to ask 

the panel: What would be the possibilities for closer interaction between the two 

Covenant Committees in the future?  

Thank you Mr. President. 

 

 

 

 


