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Ms. Special Rapporteur Yanghee Lee, 

  

The European Union welcomes the presentation of your report on the situation of 

human rights in Myanmar to this Council, which comes at a historic juncture with the 

democratic transition underway in the country [A/HRC/31/71]. We would like to 

express our sympathy to you as a family medical urgency forced you to postpone a 

visit to Myanmar scheduled for February 2016. We welcome the cooperation of the 

Government of Myanmar with the Special Rapporteur and understanding shown to 

postpone this visit.  

  

Your report covers well the significant progress achieved since the start of reforms 

leading to the historic elections of November 2015 and the current phase of 

transition. The EU also appreciates that the Government of Myanmar sent its 

observations on the report [A/HRC/31/71/Add.1], confirming the importance of 

dialogue. The EU is currently engaged with the Mission of Myanmar, States and civil 

society and other stakeholders to ensure that this Council adopts by consensus a 

balanced resolution reflecting the situation on the ground and extending your 

mandate, which will help the consolidation of the democratic transition and address 

outstanding human rights concerns.  
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The EU welcomes your recommendation for the outgoing government to 

unconditionally release all political prisoners. We look forward to the full support of 

the incoming government for your mandate and towards the implementation of the 

recommendations concerning “rule of law”, “democratic space”, “incitement and 

discrimination”, “Rakhine State”, “gender equality and ensuring respect for women’s 

rights”, “conflict-related human rights concerns”, “economic, social and cultural rights” 

[A/HRC/31/71, pp.17-20]. The comprehensive Annex listing legislation in need of 

reform is also an important tool for Myanmar's better compliance with international 

human rights standards.  

  

You report also refers to the signing of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement which is 

an important step to advance Myanmar’s peace process on the road to national 

reconciliation. Work must continue in order to implement the agreement and to make 

it fully inclusive.  

  

We would like to raise the following questions: 

• How would you foresee the possibility to fully integrate human rights in the 

process to advance peace and national reconciliation?  

• To what extent can the human rights perspective help addressing the root 

causes of the situation in Rakhine State and particularly with respect to the 

Rohingya community?  

• Could you elaborate on your views regarding the establishment of an OHCHR 

country office with a full mandate? 

• As Special Rapporteur, how would you see future directions in your work? 

 

 


