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Mr President, 

The European Union welcomes Mr Nyanduga to Geneva and thanks him for his 

presentation. 

We welcome the commitment of the Federal Government of Somalia to improving the 

human rights situation. We call on the Government and interim regional 

administrations to prioritise the implementation of their human rights commitments. 

We also recognise the importance of international support and in this context look 

forward to the High Level Partnership Forum in Turkey in early 2016 to review 

progress on the fulfilment of the New Deal Compact. We call for improved integration 

of human rights into the Compact. 

The EU recognises that significant challenges remain to improving the human rights 

situation in Somalia. We continue to be concerned about killings of civilians, violence 

against women, use of children in conflict, the vulnerability of internally displaced 

persons and individuals belonging to minorities, abuses against journalists and the 

continued application of the death penalty.  We encourage the Federal Government 

of Somalia to further implement the reforms focused on the rights of women, the fight 

against gender-based violence, FGM and Forced Marriages, and the recruitment of 

children in armed conflict. We call on the Government and parliament to re-double 

efforts to enact legislation on sexual offences and the establishment of a Human 



 

 

Rights Commission and to reinforce the judicial system in order to contribute to 

effective protection of human rights. 

The EU welcomes the continued commitment of IGAD, African Union and UNSOM to 

stabilising the situation in Somalia and will continue to support these efforts to bring 

peace and security to the region. We recognise the commitment and sacrifice of 

AMISOM, the Somali National Army and Police and we call on all parties to minimise 

the impact of security operations on civilians.  We welcome the African Union’s zero 

tolerance policy on misconduct, but note the need for more effective mechanisms to 

implement it and recall that all those responsible for violations and abuses must be 

brought to justice. 

Finally, the EU has 37 million euros to lifesaving humanitarian assistance in Somalia 

this year and we encourage further international support to humanitarian 

organisations assisting Somali refugees.  

Mister Nyanduga, 

Where does the Independent Expert intend to prioritise his efforts on over the next 

year? What steps can be taken to speed up the passage of the bills on sexual 

offences and the human rights commission?  

Education is a key tool in promoting effective gender equality. What could be done to 

ensure girls enjoy the same opportunities of access to public education as boys in 

Somalia? 

 


