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Thank you Mr. President 

The European Union wishes to congratulate Ms. Rhona Smith on her appointment as 

Special Rapporteur and to thank her for the report and the press release following 

her recent visit to Cambodia.  

We welcome the continuous engagement by the government of Cambodia with the 

Special Rapporteur, the OHCHR field office in Phnom Penh and with this Council.  

While there have been some encouraging developments towards peace and 

democracy in Cambodia, it is clear that progress is still needed in a number of areas.  

We welcome the recent agreement by the two main political parties in Cambodia, 

which led to the opposition party's participation in the National Assembly and hope 

that this agreement will help facilitating reforms to strengthen the democratic process 

in the country.   

The EU remains deeply concerned about the reports of violence and use of 

excessive force on different occasions, most prominently during the January 2014 

demonstrations, which sadly saw the loss of lives of at least four people and several 

more wounded. It is imperative that the perpetrators of such violence, including the 

security forces, are brought to justice. We urge the government of Cambodia to fully 

respect the right to freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful assembly in the 

country.  
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We share the concern recently expressed by the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of 

Assembly and Association, Mr. Kiai, about Cambodia's new NGO bill which poses a 

clear threat to civil society space. We therefore encourage the Cambodian 

government to review and revise this law. It is important the Cambodian government 

allows civil society to grow rather than seek to constrain it and it must allow civil 

society to participate fully in national life.  We underline the need for transparency 

and meaningful public and parliamentary consultation when forming new laws which 

have the potential to affect human rights, such as the draft cyber-crime law.  

With regards to reforms of the judiciary, we share the concern by the previous 

Special Rapporteur that the recently adopted three laws (organisation of courts, 

status of judges and prosecutors, and on the Supreme Council of the magistracy) still 

contain provisions that are detrimental to the principle of independence of the 

judiciary.  

Finally, we remain concerned about the persisting problem of land disputes and 

forced evictions in Cambodia, and the position of women in society.  We encourage 

Cambodia to address sexual violence and gender-base violence, and to promote the 

economic needs of women and girls, ensuring a fair and inclusive society. 

Mr. President, 

In light of the ongoing human rights challenges in Cambodia, the role of the Special 

Rapporteur in engaging with the government and all other stakeholders of the 

country is of course key. In this regard, the EU lends its full support to the resolution 

presented this session by Japan for the 2 year renewal of the mandate.  

Thank you. 

 

 


