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Mr. President,  

The European Union would like to thank Assistant Secretary-General Ivan Simonovic 

for his important update on the situation in Ukraine.   

The EU remains deeply concerned by serious human rights violations and abuses 

which continue in areas of eastern Ukraine controlled by so-called "separatists". 

There has been an alarming increase in the number of of casualties and victims, 

including civilians, as well as killings, abductions, torture and sexual violence, as 

documented in the 11th report of the OHCHR Human Rights Monitoring Mission in 

Ukraine. Almost 8.000 have been killed and more than 1.46 million IDPs have lost 

their homes since the beginning of the Russian aggression against Ukraine. 

The EU follows with special concern the continuing systematic intimidation of the 

Crimean Tatars and Ukrainian speaking communities in Crimea, following its illegal 

annexation by the Russian Federation. Ongoing persecution, arrests, ill-treatment 

and torture are unacceptable and must come to an end. In this context we particularly 

stress that all international organizations, including human rights organizations must 

be granted full, free and unhindered access to Crimea. 

The EU also considers the recent sentencing of Oleh Sentsov and Oleksandr 

Kolchenko, whose trial the EU considers to be in breach of international law and 

elementary standards of justice, as another indication of the worsening human rights 



 

 

situation. In the same vein we are deeply concerned by Nadiya Savchenko´s illegal 

detention in Russia. The EU reiterates its firm call for the release of Ms Savchenko, 

and the commitment to release all hostages and detained persons related to the 

conflict in Ukraine. 

The EU welcomes the visit of the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary 

and arbitrary executions to Ukraine at the invitation of the Government and 

encourages the implementation of his recommendations. 

It is crucial that all parties of the conflict fully implement their obligations under the 

Minsk agreements as a necessary and vital step towards a sustainable political 

solution that is based on respect for Ukraine's sovereignty, territorial integrity, unity 

and independence. The ceasefire must be fully respected, heavy weapons withdrawn 

and foreign armed formations and military equipment removed from Ukraine. We 

underline the Russian authorities’ responsibility in this regard. We welcome the 

respect of the cease fire since the end of August 2015 which is a step forward in the 

implementation of the Minsk Package of measures. 

 

 

Mr. President, 

We are deeply concerned that the so called "separatists" in eastern Ukraine have 

ordered UN agencies and international NGOs to end operations and leave the area 

with almost immediate effect. This decision could have a serious impact on the 

civilian population, especially the vulnerable people living in the area. With winter fast 

approaching it is imperative that the so called "separatist" ensure full humanitarian 

access is restored immediately.  

The EU is also increasingly concerned about continuing denial of safe passage for all 

those who want to leave the area and about restrictions on the delivery of 

humanitarian aid. The EU therefore insists that all sides of the conflict duly ensure 

respect for international human rights and humanitarian law. 

 



 

 

Based on facts of the latest Monitoring Mission's report, we would like to invite ASG 

Simonovic to share with us his views on what are the main challenging issues on the 

ground in terms of aggravating living conditions of civilians living in separatist 

controlled areas that can be expected during the upcoming winter period? 

Thank you. 

 


